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STATE OF MODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.

To the Honorable the General Assembly :

Gentlemen :—The Fourteenth Annual Report upon the Registra-

tion of Births, Marriages, and Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith

presented.

The report contains the vital statistics of the State for the year

1866, and is prepared so as to comprise all the information given in

previous reports, with such additions and improvements in the tables

as have been suggested by the experience of past years. The Regis-

tration reports of Rhode Island have acquired an extended reputa-

tion for the completeness of the facts they contain, though they are

much less voluminous than similar reports from other places.

There is a constant improvement in registration in the State, and

the town clerks generally make exertions to obtain complete returns.

A few, however, " know their duty and do it not," and in such towns

it would be well for the Town Councils to avail themselves of the

provision of the law which permits them to appoint some other per-

son to perform these duties.

The present report contains full information relating to the Asiatic

cholera which visited the State in 1866. The disease presented

nothing whatever of an epidemic character ; but two or three local

endemics of considerable severity presented some features of remark-

able interest which deserve to be recorded.

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edwin M. Snow, of Provi-

dence. Its publication has been delayed considerably beyond the

usual time. In future it is expected that the report will be ready for

presentation at the January session of the General Assembly.

Secretary's Office, Providence,

May 15, 1868.

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Secretary of State.
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4 FOURTEENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1866.

Table II. BIRTHS, 1866.

Arranged by months, sexes, and divisions of the State.

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE.

MONTHS. SEX
umber.

ounty.

>>

3

a
oO

6O
<u
u .

ceCity.

:on

Co

£5 O o S3 <*> c fcX)

<u o o .5

"o
Bristc

Kent

> o
2^ Provi Wash

January. . . . 183 7 18 21 70 57 10
176 10 8 23 ol 59 15

mil
359 i n 44 131 1 1 nlib lo

February . . . Males .... 180 6 11 17 63 67 16
1-81 7 9 18 66 73 8

Total 361 13 20 35 129 140 24

March Males 202 12 9 19 68 79 15

163 4 9 21 51 69 9

365 16 18 40 119 148 24

196 3 15 15 77 68 18

Females. . - •

.

6 11 21 69 48 15

366 9 26 36 146 116 33

May 180 4 15 13 64 66 18

Females. . . * 179 7 11 13 61 74 13

Total 359 11 26 26 125 140 31

183 7 9 16 69 70 12

Females 194 7 11 22 60 73 21

Total 377 14 20 38 129 143 33

July Males 212 10 19 16 88 60 19

173 6 12 17 70 54 14

Total 385 16 31 33 158 114 33
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Table II. BIRTHS, I860.— Continued.

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE.

>> >-> 6

MONTHS. SEX.

Whole

Numbi

Bristol

Count]

Kent

County.

Newport

Cour

Providence

C(

Towns. Providence

Ci

Washington

(

Males ...

Females

•220

198

10

8

9

10

24
27

0 Koo
1 o

82
61

19

19

Total 427 18 19 51 lOo 14o 38

September . .

1 91 Si
1 *7
l i oo 89 91

226 8 16 20 95 73 14

Total ....... 465 20 33 44 178 155 35

October .... Males 241 15 18 27 94 65 22

Females. . .

.

240 11 24 12 99 71 23

Total 481 26 42 39 193 136 45

November. . . Males ..... 230
224

9

15

14
19

23
17

92
100

70
62

22
11

Total 454 24 33 40 192 132 33

T)eoemV»pr Males . .

.

271 9 27 24 108 83 20
232 6 20 20 111 66 9

Total 503 15 47 44 219 149 29

Aggregate . . 2,546 104 181 239 961 849 212

2,356 95 160 231 916 783 171

Total 4,902 199 341 470 1,877 1,632 383
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[1866. MARRIAGES.

Table IV. MARRIAGES, 1866.

Arranged by months and divisions of the State.

MONTHS.

January

February ....

March

First Quarter.

.

April

May

June

Second Quarter

July

August

September

.

Third Quarter. ,

October

November

December

Fourth Quarter.

Whole Year . .

.

CO
CD

,o o>

217

160

115

492

161

220

207

588

195

152

205

552

214

271

201

686

2,318

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE.

4

6

3

13

9

3

10

22

7

10

9

26

8

11

28

89

16

10

17

33 67

17

4:]

7

18

19

44

17

13

18

48

16

13

9

38

173

15

13

12

40

13

12

24

49

21

21

28

70

217

50

37

154

66

84

77

77

63

35

20

14

15

175 49

227

79

57

56

192

73

97

72

242

45

84

77

206

62

51

75

188

78

98

67

243

19

18

12

49

17

9

23

49

18

31

16

815 812

65

212



8 FOURTEENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1866.

Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1866.

AGES OF MEN.

Under 20

20 and under 25

.

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70 " 1

Not stated

if a

30

85.

40,

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

AGES OF WOMEN.

325

123

23

6

2

3

Whole No. Females.

.

570

27

518

305

82

31

15

3

5

1

987

9

86

152

83

35

20

7

4

2

1

401

11

40

27

19

16

12

1

1

166 87 37 25 16 1 15

123

944

624

253

126

90

56

43

17

17

11

6

8

2318
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Table VI. DEATHS, 18G6.

Arranged by months, sexes, and divisions of the State.

MONTH.

January. .

February .

March. . . .

April

May .....

June ....

July

August . . .

September

October . .

November.

December.

Aggregate

SEX.

Males . .

Females

Totals . .

Males . ,

Females

Totals . .

Males .

Females

Totals .

Males . ,

Females

Totals . .

Males .

Females

Totals . .

Males . .

Females

Totals . .

Males . ,

Females

Totals . ,

Males .

,

Females

Totals . ,

Males . ,

Females

Totals . ,

Males .

Females

Totals .

Males . ,

Females

Totals .

Males . ,

Females

Totals . ,

Males . ,

Females
Totals .

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE.

in whole

State.

1866. Bristol

Co.

Kent

Co.

Newport

Co.

Providence

Co.

Towns.

Providence

City.

Washington

County.

1 93lZo 6 6 12 47 45 7
1 1 9 9 11 12 32 43 5
93^Zoo 15 17 24 79 88 12
1 07 10 5 10 42 32 8

J 0 5 6 12 29 36 8

15 11 22 71 68 16
1 911 Z-± 3 13 19 43 37 9
1 If) 11 13 13 48 45 10

ZD-± 14 26 32 91 82 19
119 7 3 16 31 44 11
1 1 ^ 11 6 19 34 38 7
997 18 9 35 65 82 18
oo 6 8 8 25 33 5
Q7 7 6 14 33 35 2

1 £9 13 14 22 58 68 7
i m 5 8 10 29 41 8

oo 1 6 13 17 27 4
1 fiQ 6 14 23 46 68 12
1 ^9loZ 9 12 13 55 54 9
i in 6 9 10 51 58 6
9Q9 15 21 23 106 112 15
i on 4 18 30 . 58 o cOO 15

180 9 15 18 57 58 23
370 13 33 48 115 123 38
1 AA 10 9 21 48 45 11
1 J^Qloo 10 12 16 43 58 14
297 20 21 37 91 ]03 25
116 5 8 15 37 39 12
126 7 12 19 39 43 6
242 12 20 34 76 82 18
120 11 5 17 34 45 8
114 4 7 12 43 43 5
234 15 12 29 77 88 13
123 3 7 19 52 39 3
132 4 12 10 59 33 14
255 7 19 29 111 72 17

1,497 79 102 190 501 519 106
1,473 84 115 168 485 517 104
2,970 163 217 358 986 1,036 210
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1866.

Showing the number of each sex in each period of life, in every town

TOWNS
and divisions of the

State.

POPULATION, 1865. DEATHS, 186G.

Under

1.

1
to

2.

2
to

3."WhnloYV IlOie

Number.
SEX.

Per

ct.

to

populat'n.

Whole
Number.

rjl

o 1,028 Males . . . 582 0 88 9 6 2

Females.

.

446 3

Bristol 4
;
G49 Males . . . 2,132 2 13 99 41 5 2

Females.

.

2,517 58 9

2,792 Males . . . 1,250 1 97 55 32 4 2

Females . 1,542 23 6 1

Bristol County. . . . 8
;
469 Males . . . 3,964 1 92 163 79 11 4

Females.

.

4,505 84 15 1

Coventry 3,995 Males . . . j, 870 1 20 48 23 5 2

Females.

.

2,125 25 o 1

East Greenwich 2,400 Males . . . 1,139 1 83 44 23 2 2

Females.

.

1,261 21 3 1

West Greenwich. . . . 1,228 Males . . . 641 1 38 17 10 5

Females.

.

587 7

Warwick 7,696 Males . . . 3,611 1 40 108 46 7 3 1

Females.

.

4,085 62 11 1

Kent County 15,319 Males . . . 7,261 1 42 217 102 19 7 1

Females.

.

8,058 115 16 3 1

349 Males . . . 179 1 43 5 4

Females.

.

170 1 i

Little Compton. . .

.

1,197 Males . . . 574 1 67 20 9 i

Females.

.

623 11

Middletown 1,019 Males . . . 513 1 18 12 9 3

Females.

.

506 3

12,688 Males . . . 6,002 1 58 200 106 22
*8

4

Females.

.

6,686 94 15 3 4

1,308 Males . . . 602 2 68 35 17 2 1

Females.

.

646 18 1 2 1

Portsmouth c 2,153 Males . . 1,119 •_> 09 45 21 5 1

Females.

.

1,034 24 5 2 1

1,973 Males . . . 967 2 08 41 21 1 2 -2

Females.

.

1,006 17 1 3

Newport County... 20,687 Males . . . 10,016 1 73 358 190 32 12 8

Females.

.

10.671 1 68 23 7 9
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1

Table VII. DEATHS, 1866.

and division of the State ; also the ratio of Deaths to population.

oi

d 0

16
d 01 co 00 |s

o o o
0 O 0 0 0 0

0
CO CO

0
oo

1 1 1 1

1 1 1"2 "2
1 6 4 4 5 3 3 2 1

3 9 2 1 1 6 7 7 8 2 4 5 1

....

11 1 z 1 0 9 A4 5 0
11 1

A
<± 7 -1

1 9

9 QO 6 QO D 0y

8

H
i

0
0 Q 7

1
1

q o& 9 1
1 9 O O

O 1 9 Q 0 QO 1
1

1
I 1 9 q 11

0
£1

n
O

1 3 1 2 4 2 3 2 3

1 2 1 3 2 3 5 2
i1 11 q 9 K0 9 3
11 11 11 11

1
1

1 9
....

1 0
1

9 .... 11 QO q 1 ftD Q ft0 q0 q0
1
1 QO 9 A4 0 c

0 7 7
Q0 4 .... 1

QO 1
pr

0 QO
ir

0 QO 3 8 10 14
r
0 1

1 1 6 2 6 11 7 10 10 15 12 12 1 1

1 1 2

1 1 2 3 1

1 1 3 l 1 1 3
1 1 1 2 1

2 i

1 2 2 3 3 10 5 4 12 15 12 1 2
1 1 1 5 6 11 8 3 13 15 8
1 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 2
1 1 2 2 3 2 1 2

1 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 1

4 1 2 3 1 2 2 1

1 3 2 3 1 2 6 1

21 1 i

8

3 3 2
3 5 7 4 9 18 8 "l7 23 25 7 4
7 3 4 10 13 18 12 5 17 24 13 3

N
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1866.—Continued.

TOWNS
AND DIVISIONS OF THE

State.

POPULATION, 1865. DEATHS, 18G6.

Under

1

year.

1
to

2.
COWhole

Number.
SEX.

Per.

ct.

to

populat'n.

Whole
Number.

r4
Qj

CO

4,861 Males . . . 2,371 1.19 58 33 2 2

Females.

.

2,490 25 3 2 2

9,177 Males . . . 4,696 1.56 143 79 11 12 5

Females.

.

4,481 64 13 7 1

Cumberland ....... 8,216 Males . . . 3,882 1 . 96 161 79 16 15

Females.

.

4,334 82 18 9 3

East Providence .... 2,172 Males . . . 1,050 1.52 33 25 2 3

Females.

.

1,122 8

Foster 1,873 Males . . . 922 1.66 31 17 1 2

JL v, incline • 951 14

2,286 Males . . . 1,168 1.09 25 8 1

Females.

.

1,118 17 2 1

3,436 Males 1,755 1 .40 48 15 2 1 1

Females.

.

l',681 33oo 6 3

North Providence. . . 14,553 Males . . . 7,023 1.49 217 106 23 8 4
Females.

.

7,530 111 16 10 QO

o,uuu Males . . . 2,356 1.48 74 7 4 2

Females.

.

2,644 31 5

3,538 Males . . . 1,735 1.05 37 18 2 1 o

Females.

.

1,803 19

Smitlifield 12,315 Males . . . 5,835 1.29 159 78 10 4 2

Females.

.

6,480 81 9 5

Prov. Co. Towns. . . 67,427 Males . . . 32,793 1.46 986 501 76 53 16
Females.

.

34,634 485 72 36 10

Providence City . . . 54,595 Males . . . 25,219 1.90 1036 519 95 42 12

Females.

.

29,376 517 90 44 11

1,134 Males . . . 560 1.06 12 9

IFemales.

.

574
o
O 2

1,498 Males . . . 759 0.53 8 3

Females.

.

739 5 9

2,512 Males . . . 1,230 1.35 34 23 3

Females.

.

1,282 11 2

North Kingstown . . . 3,166 Males . . . 1,526 1.71 54 25 > 1

Females.

.

1,640 29 1 2 ..

South Kingstown . . . 4,513 Males . . . 2,202 0.88 40 19 1

Females,

.

2,311 21 4 3

1,830 Males . . . 857 1.53 28 15 3 i

Females.

.

973 13 1 5

Westerly 3,815 Males . . . 1,876 0.89 34 12 2

Females.

.

1,939 22

Washington Co 18,468 Males . . . 9,010 1.14 210
,
106 20 4 2

Females.

.

9,458 104 12 12 2
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Table VII.

DEATHS.

DEATHS, 1866.—Continued.

13

1

5

5

25
21

24
18

4

10

5

3
o
j-i

2

3

4
17

25

IS

15

o

4

11

4

4

2

1

8

9

30

55

64

GO

1

1

1

3

9

7

6

5

3

1

3

1

1

1

6

13

12
5

7

1

2

5

6

47
51

49
57

3

I

9

13

3

5

2

2

5

10

42

42

60

41

1

1

1

10

9

3

1

1

1

8

5

38
26

41

48

2

1

2

16

8

3

2

3

3
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1866.— Recapitulation.

COUNTIES-

POPULATION, 1865. DEATHS, 1866.

Under

1

year.

1
to

2.

2
to

3.Whole

Number.
SEX.

Per.

ct.

to

populat'n.

Whole
Number.

m
72

Bristol County . . . 8,469 Males . . 3,964 1.92 163 79 11 4 1

r pmalpc 84 1 *SxO i
i

15,319 Males . . 7,261 1 .42 217 102 19 < 1

Females. •8,058 115 16 3 1

Newport County. .

.

20,687 Males .

.

10,016 1.73 358 190 32 12 8

Females. 10,671 168 23 7 9

Providence County. 122,022 Males . . 58,012 1.66 2022 1020 171 95 28

Females. 64,010 1002 162 80 21

Washington Co 18,468 Males . . 9,010 1.14 210 106 20 4 2

Females. 9,458 104 12 12 2

184,965 Males . . 88,263 1.61 2970 1497 253 122 40

Females. 96,702 1473 228 103 33
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1866.— Recapitulation.

>
O

to
o o

<M
o
CO

o ©
iO

o
«o

o
t—

o
00

o
Oi

o _o o
© O o o o o o o o a

ctf

«

eo «*
o m o

CM
o o o o

CO
o © oo

2 3 3 8 6 9 7 8 9 7 1

3 2 2 1 2 6 8 8 12 9 6 8 1

3 1 5 3 5 8 3 9 8 10 14 5 1

1 1 6 2 6 11 7 10 10 15 12 12 1 1

3 5 7 4 9 18 8 8 17 23 25 7 4

7 3 4 10 13 18 12 5 17 24 13 3

29 25 49 27 35 103 96 102 79 85 57 31 5 3

22 13 34 14 40 115 108 83 74 80 89 50 16 1

3 1 10 3 1 7 3 8 12 9 15 8

2 5 4 3 6 5 5 7 14 16 5 4 2

38 32 73 40 53 144 116 136 123 135 120 58 11 3

33 18 50 25 61 151 146 118 108 135 147 88 25 4
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Table XI. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, I860.

Showing the average age at death, in the several occupations , Providence city

being separated from the rest of the State, and ages under twenty being

excluded.

OCCUPATIONS.

I. Agriculturists.

Farmers. .

Gardeners.

II. Mechanics and
Artisans.

Bakers

Barbers

Blacksmiths

Bleacher

Block-maker

Boat-builder

Boiler-makers

Brush-maker

Book-binders

Butchers

Cabinet-makers

Calico-printer

Carpenters

Carriage-makers

Cigar-makers

Color-mixer

Coopers

Currier.

Confectioner

Designer

Dyers

Engineers

Engravers

File-cutters

Gas-fitter.

Harness-maker

Hatter

Jewelers

Machinists

Masons

WHOLE STATE. PROVIDENCE city

Number

who

died.
Aggregate

Age.

Average

Age.

Number

who

died.

Aggregate

Age.

Average

Age.

Number

who

died.
Aggregate

Age.

Average

Age.

130 8,108 62.37 3 180 60.00 127 7,928 62.43

4 220 55.00 1 80 80.00 3 140 46.67

5 314 o2.S(J 3 170 00. 67 2 144 H it A A72.00

4
i rnlo9 OA TC

39.75 2 83 41.50 2 76 38.00

13 677 52.08 2 88 44.00 11 589 53.54

1 62 C AA02.00 ... .... 62 62.00

1 84 84.00 . . . .... 1 84 84.00
1 74

rj A AA
74.00 .... 74 74.00

2 73 36.50 1 52 52.00 1 21 21.00
1 Ob 66.00 1 66 66.00 .... ....

' 2 OO 32 oO 2 65 32.50

4 178 44.50 4 178 44.50

2 157 78.50 2 157 78.50
1 45 45.00 1

**45
45.00

38 2,150 56.58 13 687 52.85 25 1,463 58.52
2 71 35.50 2 71 35.50

2 91 45.50 2 91 45.50

1 49 49.00 1 49 49.00

2 144 72.00 2 144 72.00
1 70 70.00 "70 70.00
1 47 47.00 47 47.00
1 26 26.00 1

*26 26.00

3 156 52.00 1 70 70.00 2 "86 43.00
3 99 33.00 1 39 39.00 2 60 30.00
4 239 59.75 4 239 59.75

2 92 46.00 2 92 46.00
1 26 26.00 i

**26
26.00

1 52 52.00 1 52 52.00
2 167 83.50 1 78 78.00 1

"89 89.00
11 396 36 00 7 225 32.14 4 171 42.75
29 1,299 44.79 10 450 45 00 19 849 44.61
11 541 49.18 6 287 47.83 5 254 50.80

REST OF STATE.
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Table XI. OCCUPATIONS, 1866.—Continued.

OCCUPATIONS.

Moulders

Operatives ....

Overseers ....

Painters

Pattern-makers.

Plumbers
Printers

Riggers

Rope-makers. . .

Roofer

Ship-carpenters.

Sail-maker ....

Silver-smiths. . .

Shoe-makers. .

.

Stone-cutters. .

Sugar-refiners.

.

Tailors

Tin-smiths ....

Top-roll coverer

Trunk-maker .

.

Watch-maker .

.

Not specified . .

III. Laborers.

Coachmen.
Fireman . .

Hostler. .

.

Laborers .

Porter . . .

Sawyer. . .

Teamsters

Waiters .

.

IV. Business Men.

Agent
Apothecaries

Book-keepers

Bank officers

City officers.

.

Clerks

Clothier

WHOLE STATE.

2

28

2

14

5

2

3

2

2

1

2

1

2

20

3

2

4

1

1

1

1

2

1

1

171

1

1

7

4

tL to

97

86 43.

90 30.

159

27

162
65
75

1,122

99 49
149

28

22

47

125
64

379
78

> to«
48.50

1,298 46.36
76 38.00
665 47.50
219 43.80

00

00
79.50

134 67.00

27.00

81.00

65.00

37.50

56.10

114 38.00

50
37.25

23.00

57 57.00

26 26 00
42 42.00

276 55.20

102 51.00

22 00
47.00

8,377 48.99
60 60.00

59 59.00

334 47.71

149 37.25

42 42.00

56.50

289 41.29

62.50

64 00
31.58

78.00

PROVIDENCE CITY.

11

7:;

fcfi o
if) bD

128 42.67

38 38.00

138 46.00

161 40.25

59 59.00

30 30.00

91

86 86.

26
42 42

124

51

22 22

3,400 46.57

160 40 00
109 36.33

42 42 00

165

«

27.00

.00

65 65.00

75 37.50
547 49.73

123 41.00

26.00

00

62.00

51.00

00

REST OF STATE.

55.00

49 49.00

256 36.57

78 78.00
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Table XL OCCUPATIONS, 1866.—Continued.

35

OCCUPATIONS.

Expressmen
Grocers

Intelligence office keeper

Inn-keepers

Justice of Peace

Letter-carrier

Manufacturers

Merchants

Saloon-keepers

Store-keepers

Stable-keepers

Superintendent

Traders

Undertaker

Watchmen

V. Professional Men.

Artists

Clergymen
Dentists

Lawyers
Physicians

Student

Teachers

VI. Seafaring Men.

Fishermen

Mariners

Oystermcn
Pilot

VET. Soldiers.

VIII. Females.

Dress-maker

Nurses

Operatives

Sister of Mercy
Teachers

Tailoresses

WHOLE STATE. providence city.

Aggregate

Age.

Average

Age.

Number

who

died.
Aggregate

Age.

Average

Age.

Number

who

died.
Aggregate

Age.

Average

Age.

2 103 51.50 2 103 51.50
4 184 46.00 3 119 39.67 1 65 65.00
1 46 46.00 1 46 46.00
3 153 51.00 3 153 51.00
1 64 64.00 1 64 64 00
1 68 68.00 1 68 68.00
QO 204 68.00 i

i f.^ no 9 11 OiJ UJ.'Jv

1,709 56.97 21 1,139 54.24 9 570 63.33
KO 239 47.80 4 172 43.00 1 67 67.00
Q 100 50.00 2 100 50.00
9 135 67.50 2 135 67.50
1 45 15,00 1 .45 45.00
3 136 45.33 1 27 27.00 2 109 54.50
1 49 49 00 1 49 49.00
2 127 63.50

*2
127 63.50

o 130 65.00 1 65 65.00 1 65 65.00
7 394 56.29 4 183 45.75 3 211 70.33
2 73 36.50 1 34 34.00 1 39 39.00
4 220 55.00 2 118 59.00 9 102 51.00
3 136 45.33 2 101 50.50 1 35 35.00
1 22 22.00 1 2*2 22 00
4 262 65.50 1 67 67.00

*3
195 65.00

QO 193 64.33 3 193 64.33
ol 1,541 49.71 io 378 37.80 21 1,163 55.38

1X 55 55.00 i 55 55.00
1 50 50 00 i 50 50.00

10 302 30.20 4 101 25.25 6 201 33.50

1 54 54.00 1 54 54.00
2 124 62.00 2 124 62.00

14 358 25.57 14 358 25.57
1 24 24.00 1 24 24.00
5 180 36.00 i 68 68.00 4 112 28.00
5 226 45.20 2 76 38.00 3 150 50.00

REST OF STATE.
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Table XL OCCUPATIONS, 1866.—Continued.

RECAPITULATION.

OCCUPATIONS.

Agriculturists

Mechanics & Artisans

Laborers

Business Men

Professional Men. . . .

Seafaring Men

Soldiers

Females

All Classes

whole state.

134

256

188

87

23

36

10

28

762

10 O
to 60

<;<;

8,328

12,730

9,150

4,452

1,237

1,839

302

966

39,004

«
62.15

49.73

48.67

51.17

53.78

51.08

30.20

34.50

51.19

PROVIDENCE city

11

4

101

82

47

12

12

4

4

266

bo a
bo co«
260

4,772

3,742

2,342

590

483

101

198

> bo«
65.00

47.25

45.63

49.83

49.17

40.25

25.25

49.50

REST OF STATE.

So

130

155

106

40

11

24

6

24

12,488 46.95 490

CO s>
to to«

8,068

7,958

5,408

2,110

647

1,356

201

768

26,516

t> to«
62.06

51.34

51.02

52.75

58.82

56.50

33.50

32.00

53.46
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METEOROLOGICAL, 1866.

The following tables and remarks, in relation to the meteorological

phenomena of the year 1866, have been prepared by Dr. Edward T.

Caswell, of Providence. The tables were compiled from the obser-

vations of Prof. Alexis Caswell, of Providence.

Table XIIL

Showing the mean altitude and range of the Barometer, the prevailing winds,

the mean relative humidity, mean cloudiness of the sky, the number of days

of rain or snow, and the quantity of rain and melted snow, for each month

of the year 1866.

u Days of

CD

CD

CD
Prevailing Winds. >>

rt CD(-} a
za
CO

MONTHS. eter

redi

Si CD
«s si of

Baro

m
•X} re

Humi

^loudine

>»

32

rt £
H

PI

<m CO

1 14a
o
F-l 9

id
Pi
oS 1 pi

Pi
CD

cS

pq fig m CO

CD

o P4C0

30 .151 1 .218 2 0 8 15 69 8 4 .9 8 2.35
30 .061 1 .365 4 3 11 10 73 5 4 6 9 5.64
30 .019 1 .026 7 4 5 15 73 4 5 3 12 4.29
30 .012 1 .597 6 4 9 11 58 3 4 9 11 2.02
29 .832 0 .956 5 4 14 8 67 3 5 I 14 5.29
30 .000 0 .565 7 9 13 1 77 9 5 4 12 4.42

July 29 .998 0 .631 6 3 15 7 71 8 4 6 10 2.03
29 .895 0 .577 8 5 10 8 74. 6 4 3 9 3.54

September 30 .075 0 .725 7 4 10 9 81. 7 5 4 13 5.75
30 .138 1 .086 10 2 10 9 73. 1 4 2 6 2.78

November 30 .078 1 .313 3 2 10 15 70. 3 4 1 7 3.97
30 .018 1 932 4 3 7 17 70. 9 4. 1 11 3.96

30 023 1 083 75 43 122 125 72. 5 4. 8 122 46.04
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Table XIV.

Showing the mean temperature, the highest andlowest temperature, the monthly

range, the mean daily range, and the greatest change in twenty-four hours,

for each month of the year 186.6.

Thermometer. i Greatest Change in 24 Hours.

MONTHS. aily

rs

5
Of

all

of
meter

<5
<£ PI

o
s s a Date.

60 F=
o

1
£3
<U

H Hi

24. 1° 48° -17° 65° 13. 9° 27°f. Jan. 14.

February 28. 9 55 -2 57 14. 7 28 r. Feb. 7.

March 32. 5 63 11 52 14. 2 27 r. March 11.

47. 7 81 31 50 18. 9 35 r. April 5.

May 53. oo 80 33 47 19. 9 29 r. May 13.

64. 1 92 43 49 18 0 30 r. June 11.

July 72. 8 99* 53 46* 19 4 28 r. July 13.

64. 5 83 47 36 18 2 28 r. Aug. 11.

62. 2 86 40 46 16 1 28 r. Sept. 16.

50 k

2 75 28 47 17 4 30 r. Oct. 6 and 17.

November 42 9 63 19 44 15 4 24 r. Nov. 8 and 28.

29 8 58 -4 62 14 6 25 r. Dec. 22.

Whole year 47 . 75 99^ -17° 1161 16 7° 35°r. April 5.

The meteorological record for this year does not offer many points

worthy of special notice. It is to be observed that in January the

thermometer reached the lowest point that has ever been entered on

this record ; in July it reached a corresponding maximum, and the

17th of that month was the hottest day in thirty-five years; it was

indeed a period of unexampled heat for four days, the minimum of

the first three nights being 73°. It was accompanied by a dry air

and westerly winds. The temperature of January was consequently

somewhat below, and that of July somewhat above the average

;

it was the warmest July for five years. The temperature of the

other months did not vary materially from the average. August alone

presented any marked variation ; it was the coldest August on record.

The mean daily range of the thermometer was largest in the months

from April to September. The barometer exhibits a great range in

April and in December, in each of which months it reached an

unusually low point; indeed the point it reached on the 27th of De-
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cember was the lowest upon the record of thirty-five years, with three

exceptions. The amount of rain was at no time in the year very

different from the average ; there was no drought, no flood.

Turning to the statistics of the preceding tables, we find that the

whole number of deaths is low, about four hundred less than that of

the last two years, and about two hundred less than in 1863. Refer-

ing to previous reports for our thread, we perceive that August still

leads in the deaths from dysentery, although it was so cold, and

although there was a deficiency of rain. Hitherto warm Augusts and

warm Septembers have had the preeminence in this disease. But now

it is a cold August ; and even a September, a little warmer than usual,

but still very damp and with an excess of rain, has but about half

the deaths from dysentery, that occurred in August. Although the

deaths from dysentery during the year are 42 less than in the prece-

ding year, yet in the month of August they are 58 in 1866 to 43 in

1865. During the fall months the diminution from the preceding

year is quite marked. September was almost as warm as that of

1865 with a much larger amount of rain, with increased dampness,

and with a less mean daily range of the thermometer, and still the

deaths from dysentery were only 31 in 1866 against 59 in 1865.

Cholera infantum was most fatal in the cold August, and in the ex-

cessive heat of July, the two months differing by only one death, July

being at the same time less damp and having less rain than August.

The month of July in 1865 also presented less deaths from this cause

than August.

The deaths from diarrhoea were few in number, and were pretty

evenly divided between the months of July, August and September.

There are 47 deaths recorded from Asiatic cholera, 22 of them

occurring in September, a month in which there was more rain,^and a

greater degree of dampness than in any other month of the year.

The temperature was not high nor were the variations marked. Thus

so far as we can discover, the unexampled heat of the middle of July

was not productive of any increase of these diseases ; for in all sum

mer complaints that month was marked rather by a diminution than

by an increase in the number of deaths.

The deaths from pneumonia during the year were a few more than

in 1865, and of these more than half occurred in the first four months

;

in these months too the principal increase is to be noticed. How
little was the influence of the excessive cold of January is shown by
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the fact that the deaths in March were 4 more than in January, and 9

those of April only two less, and in April the mean daily range was

much greater. The month of February which had, of these four

months, the most rain and snow, had the least number of deaths from

this cause.

The deaths from typhoid fever were more than 80 less than in

1865
;
they were precisely the same for the months of August, Octo-

ber, November, and December, viz.: 19, and for September, 17.

These form very nearly two-thirds of the whole number of deaths

from this cause. With this singular uniformity in these months, it

would hardly seem as if meterological causes could have much weight,

as the deaths are the same under the variations of summer, autumn

and winter.

The deaths from scarlatina were but little more than one-tenth of

the number of the two preceding years. One quarter of the whole

number occurred in January, and nearly one-quarter in May, under

meteorological conditions, of course, widely different.

Diphtheria was also less fatal in this year, there being only 64

deaths against 82 in 1865. Of these 64 deaths, 23 occurred during

the last quarter of the year, thus reiterating the fact hitherto men-

tioned, that this disease is most fatal in that quarter of the year.

The deaths from consumption were somewhat less than those of the

preceding year, and still, as usual, pretty evenly distributed through

the entire year, the greatest monthly number, 53
;
occurring in March

and August, and the smallest, 34, in February and December, months,

which, perhaps we should not suppose to be the least fatal to this dis-

ease.

In the month of July there are 13 deaths recorded from heat, or as

it is niore commonly called, sun-stroke. This is an unusually large

number, and yet it is scarcely to be wondered at when we bear in

-mind the remarkable heat of those four days in July. Ten of them

occurred in men, who of course are more exposed in their avocations

to the direct rays of the sun.

A distinguished statistician of Geneva, Dr. II. C. Lombard, has

recently published his views upon the effects of climate upon disease in

the different periods of life. From the consideration of the tables of

mortality for different countries, extending over a period of years,

he maintains, among other conclusions, that cold has a direct effect

upon the mortality of infants under the age of three months, and upon



1866.] METEOROLOGICAL. 45

that of the aged. With regard to the first of these points our tables

do not at present allow us to form any conclusion. The deaths from

old age this year were 178—in 1865 they were 152—in 1864, 193

—

and in 1863, 161. Following M. Lombard's example, and grouping

the four cold months of the year together, the three winter months

with the addition of March, we find that they were, following the same

order, 68, 56, 85 and 60. Thus the year 1864 has the majority both

for the whole- year and for the above-mentioned months. The largest

number too in any one month occurred in January of that year, viz.

:

28. In the same month of 1866 there were but 16.- Now looking

at these two Januaries, we find that in 1866, as has been seen, the

temperature was below the average, and for a day or two there was

an unparalleled degree of cold. On the contrary, January of 1864

had a mean temperature more than 3° higher, a smaller range by 18°

and a mean daily range of 3° less ; and yet the mortality from old

age was the largest of any month in five years ! Again, in 1865, the

greatest number of monthly deaths occurred in October, when they

were 18. In 1864, March and April stand next to January, there

being in April 22 deaths. In 1866 there were 22 deaths in Decem-

ber but April stands second with a mortality of 20, four more than

the cold January, and in 1863 there was the same occurrence, De-

cember leading with 19 deaths, and April following with 18 !

Thus we are led to doubt whether M. Lombard's conclusion will

be found applicable to our climate, and whether after all cold is more

fatal than other atmospheric conditions to old persons.

Coming back to the point from which we started, we find that in

connection with the absence of any special and decided departures

from the ordinary meteorological conditions, there was a diminution

in the number of deaths from almost all those diseases which are sup.

posed to depend more or less upon conditions of the atmosphere,

pneumonia alone being the exception. Neither the excessively cold

term of January, nor the heated term of July had any special effect

upon the course of disease, if we except the deaths from sun-stroke

in the latter month. And upon the whole, we feel as if each year

we not only did not approach any nearer to the solution of the prob-

lem of the effect of weather upon disease, but as if it became involved

in greater obscurity.





RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS.

1866.

The preceding pages show that, during the year 1866, in Rhode

Island, there were recorded, four thousand nine hundred and two (4,902)

births ; two thousand three hundred and eighteen (2,318) marriages ; and

two thousand nine hundred and seventy (2,970) deaths.

The usual comparison of the general results, for the year 1866,

with those of previous years, is as follows

:

Whole number Living
Year. of Births. Still-born. Births. Marriages. Deaths.

1854. 2,105 78 2,027 1,047 1,720

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 .1,846

1856 2,906 183 2,723 1,535 2,042

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1,526 2,325

1858 , 4,263 177 4,086 .1,438 2,616

1859 4,500 177 4,323 1,672 2,270

1860 4,660 167 4,493 1,748 2,686

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,533 2,927

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,450 2,591

1863 3,691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360

1865 3,955 177 3,778 1,896 3,405

1866 4,902. 172 4,730 2,318 2,970

The number of births and marriages reported in Rhode Island in

1866, was greater than in any previous year. The increase of births

and marriages, and the increasing excess of living children born, over

the deaths, are highly gratifying.

On the next page will be found a comparison of the births, mar-

riages and deaths in each town in the State, in 1866, with the popu-

lation of each town by the census of 1865.
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND, IN 1866,

COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION IN 1865.
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4,649 140 33.2 40 58.1 99 47.0 2.13
2,792 46 60.7 44 31.7 55 50.8 1.97

Bristol County... 8,469 199 42.6 89 47.6 163 52.0 1.92

3,995 88 45.4 26 76.8 48 83.2 1.20
Efist Greenwich. 2,400 45 53.3 18 66.7 44 54.5 1.83
West Greenwich 1/228 28 43.9 8 76.7 17 72.2 l!38

7,696 180 42.8 121 31.8 108 71.3 1.40

15,319 341 44.9 173 44.3 217 70.6 1.42

349 4 87.2 5 69.8 1.43
1,197 18 66.5
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66 5 20 59.8 1.67
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1,308 17 76.9 13 50.3 35 37.4 2.68
2,153 43 50.1 11 97.9 45 47.8 2.09

Tiverton 1,973 44 44.8 34 29.0 41 48.1 2.08

Newport County, 20,687 470 44.0 217 47.7 358 57.8 1.73

Burrillville 4,861 112 43.4 50 48.6 58 83.8 1. 19
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North Providence. .

.
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12 94.5 1.06
Exeter 1,498 27 55.5 19 39.4 8 187.2 0.53
Hopkinton 2,512 66 38.1 34 36.9 34 73.9 1.35
North Kingstown... 3,166 60 52.8 29 54.6 54 58.6 1.71
South Kingstown. .

.

4,513 97 46.5 52 43.4 40 112.8 0.88
1,830 41 44.6 17 53.8 28 65.4 1.53
3,815 78 48.9 49 38.9 34 112.2 0.89

Washington Co. .

.

18,468 383 48.2 212 43.6 210 87.9 1.14

184,965 4,902
!

37.7
|

2,318 39.9 2,970* 62.3 1.61



p66.] RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 49

In previous reports, we have examined tables similar to the pre-

ceding, and have shown that there may be characteristics of the pop-

ulation, or peculiarities in the location of some towns in the State>

which make the proportions of births, marriages and deaths to popu-

ation, widely different from the proportions in other towns, or in the

Aggregate for the whole State. For this reason we have found in

past years, that apparently absurd errors may be strictly in accord-

|jmce with the truth.

' We find in the preceding table, examples of the same kind, though

i careful examination of the table makes it evident that there has

)een a decided and gratifying improvement, throughout the State, in

<ihe returns of births, marriages and deaths. Though wide differences,

ibid apparently great discrepancies still exist in the several towns,

jhey are, as a general rule, susceptible of explanation, and can mostly

)Q shown to be in accordance with the truth.

I There are, however, discrepancies in some towns which we are

fcitirely unable to explain, except on the theory of imperfect returns.

vVc can hardly believe it probable that all the deaths were reported,

n 1866, in the towns of Westerly, South Kingstown, Exeter, Scituate,

Surrillville or Barrington, and probably in some other towns. If the

eturns as given in those towns are correct and full, it would be in-

eresting to be assured of the fact, and to be able to give in these

eports, an explanation of the apparent discrepancies and deficiencies

hat exist. We would be glad to have the town clerks of these, and

>f other towns, give comments and explanations of the returns in

onnection with their annual reports, to the Secretary of State, from

,
ear to year.

,
The table on the next page will show exactly the gain and loss in

be number of births, marriages and deaths in 1866, in each town in

|ie State, as compared with the preceding year, o„nd will be found

iteresting and instructive.

i
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COMPARISON" OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS IN RHODE
ISLAND, DURING THE TWO YEARS I860 AND 1866.

A loss in 18Gfi is indicated by tlie minus tign (-).
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J
In the report for the year 1865, page 48, it was stated :

u The re-

ferns for the year I860 will probably show a still greater increase in

the number of births, and of marriages, and a decrease in the number

bf deaths." The table on the preceding page confirms this prophecy.

Jrhere was in 1866, as compared with 1865, an increase in the number

of births in all the towns in the State except eight ; and an aggregate

increase in the whole State of nearly 1,000, or about 24 per cent.

There was an increase in the number of marriages in all the towns

pit twelve, and an aggregate increase in the State of 422, or more

£han 22 per cent. There was a decrease in the number of deaths in

gore than half the towns in the State, and an aggregate decrease in

fee whole State of 435, or more than 12 per cent. In 1865, the

excess of births over the deaths in the whole State, was only 550 ; in

1866, it was 1,932.

It is probable that the increase of births and marriages from 1865

so 1866, was somewhat greater than normal, and that the returns for

1867 will show a slight falling off. The decrease in the number of

leaths was owing to causes, not so much dependent upon the will of

nan, and we cannot therefore anticipate so well what will be the re-

mit in future.

We will now proceed to consider the three divisions of facts which

form the objects of registration.
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BIRTHS, 1866.

——

_

We have already seen that the whole number of births in Rhode

Island, as reported in 1866, was 4,902, a number greater than has

ever before been reported in the State, in any single year. We have

also seen that the number in 1866 was nearly 1,000 greater than in

1865. Let us now look at the characteristics of the children born in

1866 as shown in the tables on pages 2 to 6 inclusive.

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORS.

The sex of the children born in a community, and especially the

proportions of the two sexes, are subjects of much interest, and have

a meaning, in connection with vital statistics, far beyond the simple

figures which indicate the facts.

The proportions of the sexes that are born, are undoubtedly de-

pendent upon causes which are governed by established laws ; but

fortunately for the race we are left in ignorance of these laws. If

man was possessed of a full knowledge of these laws, the very exist-

ence of the race itself would depend upon his will. Though, from the

beginning, man has been prone to seek out unrcvcaled knowledge, and

though, many times since his existence in the .garden of Eden, he has

obtained knowledge which he had much better be ignorant of, he has

never yet obtained knowledge which is of vital importance to the ex-

istence of the race. This, we think, is not yet revealed, and we doubt

if it will be, until the time for the destruction of the race has arrived.

Of the 4,902 children born in 1866, in Rhode Island, 2,546 were

males, and 2,356 were females. This gives 108 males to each 100

•females ; or 51.94 males and 48.06 females in each 100 children born.
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The proportion of males in 1866, was less than in 1865; but was

considerably greater than the average for a long series of years. We
do not propose, at this time, to make comparisons on this subject with

other States and countries, which might be interesting ; but have pre-

pared the following table, which shows the number and proportions

of the sexes, among the children born in Rhode Island in eash of the

thirteen years and seven months previous to 1866. Those of unknown

sex are omitted.

Children.
,

»
, Mules to each

Year. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females.

1852-53 1,432 1,404 102.0, or. ... .50.49 and 40.51 in each 100.

1854 1,081 1,003 107.8, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100.

1855 1.492 1.421 105.0, or 51.22 and 48.78 in each 100.

1850 1.479 1.407 105.1, or 51.25 and 48.75 in each 100.

1357 2,057 1,948 105.6, or 51.36 and 48.64 in each 100.

1858 2.200 2.053 107.2, or 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100.

1859 2.209 2.097 105.3, or 51.30 and 48.70 in each 100.

1860 2,263 2 212 102.3, or 50.57 and 49.43 in each 100.

1861 2,531 2,291 110.5, or 52.49 and 47.51 in each 100.

1862 2.152 1.967 109.4, or 52 25 and 47.75 in each 100

1863 1.592 1.788 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100.

1864 1,949 1,942 100.3, or 50.09 and 49.91 in each 100.

1865 2.096 1.857 112.9, or 53.02 and 46.98 in each 100.

13 7-12 years. .24,833 ....23,390 106.2, or 51.50 and 48.50 in each 100.

Referring to Table II, on pages 4 and 5, for the figures, we find that

the numbers, and proportions of the sexes, born in each division of the

State, in 1866, were as follows

:

m a
oo

BIRTHS, 1866. St S
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104 181 239 961 849 212 2,546

95 160 231 916 783 171 2,356

Total 199 341 470 1,877 1,632 383 4,902

109.4 113.1 103.4 104.9 108.4 124.0 108.0

In Bristol, Kent and Washington counties, and in Providence city,

the proportion of males in 1866, was greater than the proportion in

the whole State.
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We also find in the second table the number and sex of the children

born in each season of the year. This enables us to show the pro-

portion of the sexes born at different seasons in 1866, as follows

:

January—March 585 males, 520 females, or 108.7 males to each 100 females.

April—June 550 males. 513 females, or 102.9 males to each 100 females.

July—September 680 males, 507 females, or 113.8 males to each 100 females.

October—December.. . 742 males, 696 females, or 106.6 males to each 100 temales.

Whole year 2,546 males, 2,356 females, or 108.0 males to each 100 females

The excess in the proportion of males in the third quarter of the

year in 1866, was an exception to the general rule. The excess

in the same quarter was very marked in the city of Providence

in the same year; but the general rule in Providence, as shown

in the aggregate for a series of years, is that the proportions of male

children born, in the third quarter of the year, is very much less than

in the other quarters. The following arc the figures in the city of

Providence, in the aggregate for eleven years, 1856 to 1836 inclusive,

as shown in the Twelfth Annual Report of the City Register, page 3 :

January—March 2,287 males, 2,037 females, or 112.3 males to 100 females.

April—June 2,236 males, 2,099 females, or 106.5 males to 100 females.

July—September 2,149 males, 2,076 females, or 103.5 males to 100 females.

October—December. ... .2,234 males, 2,015 females, or 109.2 males to 100 temales.

Eleven years totals 8,906 males, 8,257 females, or 107.8 males to 100 females.

SEASON.

The number of children born in Rhode Island, in each quarter of

the last four years, and also in the aggregate for thirteen years,

1853 to 1865 inclusive, has been as follows

:

Thirteen Years,

1863. 1864. 1865. 1866. 1853-1865.

January—March 864 890 906 1,035 11,377

April—June 871 905 918 1,102 11,318

j u ly_ September 952 1,014 1,049 1,277 12,205

October—December 1,004 1,083 1,082 1,438 12,430

Total , 3,691 3,892 3,955. 4,902 47,330

As already explained in previous reports, the facts in relation to

births throughout the State, except in the city of Providence, are

collected in January, and only once in each year. The result is that

the returns of some births in the earlier months of the year, arc lost

by the removal, or forgetfulncss of the parents, and the statistics
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show, from year to year, a considerably greater number of births in

the last than in first six months of the year. In the city of Provi-

dence, when the returns of births are collected semi-annually, the

numbers are nearly equal, with a slight excess in the first six months

of the year.

PARENTAGE.

The parentage of the children born in 1866, in each town in the

State, is shown in the first table. The following shows the parentage

of the children born in the whole State, in each of the last four years,

1863 to 1866 inclusive, and also in the aggregate for five years pre-

vious, 1858 to 1862 inclusive:

Five Years,

Parentage. 1863. 1864. 1865. 1866. 1853-1862.

American 1,661 1 ,781 1,773 2.227 10,609.

Foreign 1,702 1,811 1,824... .2,249 9,697.

American father and foreign mother, 132 142 180 20-3 814.

Foreign father and American mother, 142 145 175...., 221 755.

Parentage not stated 54.. .. 13 3 223.

Total 3,691 3,892 3,955 4,902 22,098.

The percentages of each class, in the several years given above, were

as follows

:

Tive Years,

Parentage. 1863. 18C4. 1865. 1866. 1858-1862.

American 45.67 ... .45.91 ... .44.86 ... .45.43. .. .48.50.

Foreign 46. 79. .. .46.69. .. .46. 15. .. .45.88 ... 44.33.

American father and foreign mother 3.63 3.66 4.56 4.18 3.72.

Foreign father and American mother. .. 3.91 3.74 4.43.... 4.51 3.45.

Total 100 . 00 ... 100 . 00 ... 100 . 00 ... 100 00 ... 100 . 00.

Referring to the last two tables, it will be noticed that the excess in

the number of foreign children born in the State, over the number of

American children, which began in 1863, has not increased since that

period, and that the percentage of foreign children lias decreased in

each year. The number and proportion of children of mixed paren-

tage are, of course, constantly increasing.

In 1866, the number of children of foreign parentage born, was

greater than the number of American children in the following towns,

viz.: Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, North Providence, Pawtucket,

Smithfield and Providence. Three towns, Bristol, Warwick and

Johnston, which had an excess of foreign children in 1865, showed an

excess of American children in 1866.
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In six towns, Jamestown, Middlctown, New Shoreham, Foster, Glo-

cester and Charlestown, there were no children born of foreign

parents in 1866.

COLOR.

There were 124 colored children reported as born in the State of

Rhode Island in 1866, or 37 more than in the previous year. The

number of colored children born in each town, in 1866, was as fol-

lows :

Bristol 3

East Greenwich 4
Warwick 1

Newport 19
Tiverton 1

Burrillville 1

Cranston 8
Cumberland 1

Johnston 1

North Providence
Providence
Smithfield

Charlestown
Exeter
South Kingstown..
Richmond

Total

1

67
2
1

2
10
2

124

PLURALITY BIRTHS.

There were 53 cases of plurality births (all twins) in Rhode Island

in 1866, or 8 more than in 1865. The full particulars in relation to

them arc given in Table III, on page 6, and in the report for 1864

be found a recapitulation of the facts relating to the pluralitymay

cases in the twelve years previous

STILL-BORN CHILDREN.

There were 172 still-born children reported in 18 towns in 1866,

while 15 towns reported none. The returns of the still-born children

are obtained from the records of deaths, and a considerable number

of them, every year, is not found in the reports of births.

Sex.—Of the whole' number (172) of still-born children in 1866,

there were 118 males, 54 females.

Parentage.— There were 73 still-born children of American, and

99 of foreign parentage, in 1866. The parentage is given according

to the birth-place of the father.

Season.—The number of still-born children reported in the several

months of the year 1866, was as follows: January, 13; February,

12; March, 7; April, 10; May, 16; June, 14; July, 8; August, 15;

September, 22
;
October, 20

;
November, 12; December, 23 ; whole

year, 172.
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In the report for 1864, a full recapitulation of the facts relating to

still-born children in the twelve years previous, was given.

NUMBER OF THE CHILDREN.

One item of information obtained in the returns of births in Rhode

Island, and no where else in this country, is the number of the child

of the mother; that is, whether the child whose birth is reported is

the first, second, third, fourth, &c, child of the mother. The results

for ten years, 1857 to 1866 inclusive, are as follows:

NUMBER, OF THE CHILD. TEN YEARS, 1857-1886.

Number. 1857-65. 1866.
10 years

total.

8,425 1,229 9,654

7,121 933 8,054
Third 5,846 692 6,538

4,418 569 4,987

Fifth 3,268 482 3,750
Sixth 2,235 327 2,562
Seventh 1 ,532 223 1,755
Eighth 1,012 156 1,168

030 94 724
Tenth 409 59 468

201 42 243

Number.

Twelfth....
Thirteenth .

.

Fourteenth .

.

Fifteenth. ...

Sixteenth . .
,

Seventeenth
Nineteenth .

Twentieth. .

.

Twenty-first

Totah

1857-65.

119
59
42
22
9

8
3
1

1

1866.
10 years

total.

140
70
40
25
9

10
3

1

1

35,361 U 847 1 40,208

The 40,208 mothers represented in the ten years total of the pre-

ceding table, arc shown by a simple arithmetical computation to have

been the mothers of 139,025 children, or an average of 3.46 children

to each mother.

These figures only show for each year the number of children

those mothers had borne, who had children during the year. Every

year a large number of the children born, are the first children of

their mothers. Of course, the tables dp not show the average number

of children that any mother, or class of mothers, may have or do

have during life.

A table in the Twelfth Annual Report of the City Registrar of

Providence, shows the number of the child in connection with the age

of the mother. From that table we learn that during three years

and six months ending December 31, 1866, there were 287 women in

Providence, of the age of 40 years and upwards, who had children.

These 287 women had been the mothers of 2,072 children, or an

average of 7.15 children to each mother.
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MARRIAGES, 1866.

There were 2,318 marriages reported in Rhode Island, during the

year 1866, which number was 422 more than in 1865; 474 more

than in 1864; and more than in any previous year since registration

was established in the State.

As compared with 1865, there was an increase of marriages, in

1866, in every quarter of the year, and in every month except March

and December.

The number of marriages in each month, and each quarter of the

year, in each county, is given in Table IV, on page 7.

SEASON.

Though the proportion of marriages in the different seasons of the

year is quite well established, and pretty uniform from year to year,

it is well to continue the statistics, as follows, comparing those for

the year 1866 with the aggregate for the thirteen years previous,

from 1853 to 1865 inclusive:

First Sec ml Third Fourth Whole
Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Year.

492 588 552 686 2,318
Year 1866 )

21.23 25 37 23.81 29.59 100.00

4,-138 4,876 4,706 5,831 19,851
Years 1853-1865.

]
22.36 24.56 23.71 29.37 100.00

The percentages in 1866 differ only slightly from those of the

aggregate for the thirteen years previous, but differ greatly from those

of the year 1865.
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NATIVITY.

The following shows tho number of marriages, according to the

birth-places of the parties, as reported in Rhode Island, in each of

the last nine years

:

Biutii-Places. 1858. 1839. 1800. 1861. 18G2. 18G3. 18G4. 1865. 18GG.
9 years

total.

United Status . 872 1,017 1,059 931) 937 1,013 1,166 1,231 1,442 9,676

Foreign countries . .

.

422 508 530 421 361 425' 472 416 599 4,184

Am. groom, for. bride. 70 74 90 85 90 93 92 90 130 820

For. groom, Am. bride. 64 62 62 64 59 75 111 129 147 773

4 11 7 24 3 12 3 64

Totals 1,438 1,672 1,748 1,533 1,450: 1,618 1,844

1
1

1,896 2,318 15,517

1

1

The proportions of the several classes at different dates were as

follows. It will be seen that the proportion of persons married of

foreign birth has been growing less for some years, and was consid-

erably less in 1865 and 1866 than that of the aggregate for nine

years

:

BlUTU-l'LACr-S. 1858. 18G0. 18G2. 18(33. 18GG.
9 yearn

total.

60.81 60.83 64.75 64.93 62.21 62.62

29.43 30.44 24.95 23.52 25.84 27.07

Mixed 9.76 8.73 10.30 11.55 11.95 10.31

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

The population of foreign birth in Rhode Island, comprises about

22 per cent, of the whole; but as a class, contains a greater propor-

tion of persons in the middle and marriageable ages of life, than the

population of American birth. Of course the proportion of mar-

riages should be greater in the population of foreign birth.

AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED.

The ages of the parties married in the State of Rhode Island,

during the year 1866, are shown in the fifth table on the eighth page.
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An examination of this table will show some curious mixtures of

periods of life among the parties married. Thus, 36 women over 2Q

years of age married grooms under 20; 98 women over 25 years of

age, married men under 25 ; one man between 55 and 60 married a

girl under 20, &c. It would seem at first glance, that the number of

men who married women older than themselves must have been

larger than usual in 1866.

The number of males and females married at different periods of

life, in 1866, was as follows

:

o"
C 1 o © o o «0 ©

18G6. o
•xi

o o
CO

o o o
•o

o O
o
o

CO

o o o o
Pi o •o o id o o © o ° 2

CO eo m c5 £ co

Mui 123 944 624 253 126 90 56 43 17 17 11 6 8

' 570 987 401 106 87 37 25 16 8 4 1 1 15

Totals 693 1931 1025 419 213 127 81 59 25 21 12 7 23

The percentages at different ages, during each of the last seven

years, have been as follows :

Under 20. 20 to 25. 25 to 30. 30 to 40. 40 to 50.
50 and

over.
Totals.

f I860 5.0 42:8 26.9 16.3 5.7 3.3 100.00

1861 4.6 44.5 25.4 15.5 5.8 4.2 100.00

1862 4.2 37.8 27.9 18 3 5.9 5.9 100.00
3

- . 1863 3.5 38.0 29.6 172 5.8 5.9 100.00

i
1864 4.3 38.8 27.3 17.9 7.4 4.3 100.00

1865 3.5 37.0 28.4 18.9 7.5 4.7 100.00

1866 5.3 40.9 27.0 16.4 6.3 4.1 100.00

f
1860 25.8 44.1 17.0 9.1 2.6 1.4 100.00

1861 29.6 42.0 15.2 7.8 4.1 1.3 100.00

3

}

1862 24.9 41.3 16.7 11.8 4.1 1.2 100.00
j

\

' 1863 24.9 42.0 16.9 9.8 4.1 1.7 100.00
1

1 1864 24.2 43.4 17.8 10.3 2.9 1.4 100.00

1865 22.6 42.3 19.1 11.0 8.5 1.5 100.00

1866 24.7 42.9 17.4 11.0 2.7 13 100.00

In the above, as well as in all similar calculations, those of " un-

known" age arc omitted. The above figures are for the whole

State, including the city of Providence. The percentages of persons
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married at different ages, arc usually quite different in the city from

those in the rest of the State. The figures for Providence, in 1866.

are as follows

:

Providence. Under 20. 20 to 25. 25 to 30. 30 to -10. 40 to 50.
50 and

Totals.
over.

3.08 38.0G 29.80 18.60 7.02 3.44 100.00

17.73 45.08 19.83 13.30 2.71 1.35 100.00

The proportion of males married, under the age of 25, was very

much greater in Providence, in 1866, than in previous years.

The aggregate and average age of all the persons married in Provi-

dence, in 1866, was as follows

:

812 males aggregate age, 22,801 years average age, 28.08 years.

812 females aggregate age 20,036 years average age, 24.67 years.

The average age of persons married in Providence varies but

slightly from year to year, and is greater than the average age of

those married in other portions of the State.

COLORED MARRIAGES.

There were 65 marriages in Rhode Island, in 1866, in which both

parties were colored, or 14 more than in 1865. The marriage of

white with colored persons is forbidden by the laws of Rhode Island,

and all such marriages are null and void.

Of the 65 marriages in 1866, of colored persons, 36 were in the

| city of Providence; 9 in Newport; 3 in Cranston; 2 each, in East

Greenwich, Warwick, South Kingstown, and Richmond; and 1 each,

ml Barrington, Warren, New Shoreham, East Providence, North

Providence, Smithfield, Charlestown, Exeter, and Hopkinton.

MARRIAGE AND EDUCATION.

1 The education, or want of education, among the people, as shown

by the signatures to the marriage certificate, is a subject of consid-

erable interest. The laws of Rhode Island require parties about
J

to be married to sign the certificate before the ceremony, and if .they

cannot write their names, they must make their mark.

The statistics upon this subject have been noted for some years

.past, in the city of Providence only, and the results for eight years,

f 6

i
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1859 to 1866 inclusive, are as follows, as taken from the Annual

Report of the City Registrar for the year 1866

:

1859-1866. Whole number Signed with In each

married. a mark. 100.

Males born in the United States 3 232 121 3.74

Females born in the United States 3,222 191 5.93

Total born in the United States 6,454 312 4.83

Males born in foreign countries 1,963.. 759 38.66

Females born in foreign countries 1,973 1,105 56.01

Total born in foreign countries 3,936 1,864 47.35

Since the commencement of these statistics in 1859, the proportion

of persons of foreign birth who sign the certificate with a mark, has

considerably decreased.

DEATHS, 1866.

The whole number of deaths reported in the State of Rhode Island,

during the year 1866, was 2,970. This number was 435 less than

in the previous year, notwithstanding the improvement in the com-

pleteness of registration in the State.

There was a decrease in the number of deaths in 1866, as com-

pared with 1865, in 19 towns of the State, and in the five largest

towns the comparison was as follows: Providence, 175 less; North

Providence, 44 less
;
Newport, 55 less

;
Smithfield, 22 less ; Crans-

ton, 30 less.

The proportion of deaths in 1866, to the population in 1865. in

the whole State, was one in 62.3. This was probably very nearly

the true ratio for the State.

SEX OF DECEDENTS.

Of the 2,970 decedents in 1866, in the State of Rhode Island.

1,497 were males, and* 1,473 were females. This shows a slight

excess of males for the year, though as a general rule there are more

females than males among the decedents in Rhode Island. The
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number of males among the decedents in 1866, was 189 less, and of

females 246 less than in 1865. The numbers and proportions of

males and females among the decedents, and among the children born

in Rhode Island, during the last fourteen years, have been as follows

:

10 years, 1853-62. . 10,930 males.

.

1863 1,621 males.

.

1864 1,633 males. .

1865 1,686 males.

.

1866 1,497 males.

.

11,269 females.

1,586 females.

1,727 females.

1,719 females.

1,473 females.

.or 96.9 males to 100 females,

.or 102.2 males to 100 females,

or 91.5 males to 100 females,

or 98. 1 males to 100 females,

or 101.6 males to 100 females.

14 years 17,367 males.

10 years, 1853-62. . 18,377 males.

1863 1,892 maies.

1864 1,949 males.

1865 2,096 males.

1866 2,546 males.

17,774 females, .or 97.7 males to 100 females.

17,260 females, .or 106.4 males to 100 females.

1,788 females, .or 105.8 males to 100 females.

1,942 females, .or 100.3 males to 100 females.

1,857 females, .or 112.9 males to 100 females.

2,356 females, .or 108. 1 males to 100 females.

14 years 26,860 males. .25,203 females, .or 106.6 males to 100 females.

The statistics relating to the sex of the decedents in Rhode Island,

in each division of the State, and in each month of the year, are

given in Table VI, on page 9.

SEASON AND MORTALITY.

The following table shows the number and percentage of deaths

in Rhode Island, in each quarter of each of the last two years, and

also in the aggregate for thirteen years, from 1853 to 1865 inclusive :

1866. 1865. 1853- 1865.

Season.

Number. Fer cent. Number. Per cent. Number. Per cent.

702 23.64 784 23.03 7,414 23.00

578 19.46 658 19.32 6,853 21.26

959 32.29 1.068 31.37 9,953 30.88

731 24.61 895 26.28 8,012 24.86

Totals 2,970 100.00 3.405 100.00 32,232 100.00

A fall discussion of the relations of mortality to season in Rhode-

Island, was given in the report for the year 1863. There may be

variations from year to year in the percentages at different seasons -

y

but the general rule upon the subject is pretty well established, and

is nearly that given above for the aggregate of mortality, from 1853

to 1865 inclusive.
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The order of the months in regard to mortality, in Rhode Island,

and the number of deaths in each month of each of the last four

years, have been as follows

:

August 870

September 297

July 292

March 264

December 255

October 242

January 235

November 234

April 227

February 203

May 182

June 169

1865.

September 387

August .366

October 353

July 315

November 305

February 279

January 253

March 252

December 237

April 234

June 224

May 200

1864.

August 396

September 339

July 312

January 286

December 286

April 279

October 264

March 262

November 253

May 246

February 227

June 210

1863.
'

August 424

September 376

December . ... 316

October 281

April 270

March 247

November 241

February 234

July 228

January 218

May 218

June 154

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS.

The parentage of the persons who died in Rhode Island in 1866,

was as follows, the parentage being determined by the birth-place of

the father of the decedent: American parentage, 1,765; foreign.

1,205; total, 2,970. Six towns;— Barrington, West Greenwich,

Jamestown, Little Compton, New Shoreham, and Exeter, reported

no decedents of foreign parentage in 1866; and six other towns

reported 2, or less. Four towns ;— Cranston, Cumberland, North

Providence, and Providence, reported more decedents of foreign than

of American parentage ; Pawtucket reported the same number. The

same five towns, together with Burrillville and Smithfield, reported

more children born of foreign than of American parentage.

The following table shows the number and proportion of the

decedents, according to parentage, in Rhode Island, in each of the

last four years, and in the aggregate for eight years, 1858 to 1865

inclusive :

Parentage.
1866. 1865. 1864. 1863. 185S-1SG.5.

No. Per ct. No. Per ct. No. Per ct. Xo. Per ct. No. Per ct.

American. . .

.

1,765

1,205

59.4

40.6

2,002

1,398

5

58.9

41.1

2,030

1,282

48

61.3

38 7

1,894

1,296

17

5 9.4

40.6

13,693

8,818

550

60.8

39.2

Totals 2,970 100.0 3,405 100.0 3,360 100.0 3,207 lOO.Oj 23,061 100.0
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The percentage of decedents of foreign parentage is the same as

in 1863, and only slightly greater than that of the aggregate for

eight years.

AGE OF THE DECEDENTS.

The first table in this Report shows the aggregate and average age

of the decedents in 1866, in each town and division of the State;

and the seventh table, on page 10, shows the number of decedents of

each sex, in each division of ages, in each town in the State.

The average age of all the males who died in the State, in 1866.

was 31.13 years ; of all the females 35.07 years. The least average

age in any town in the State was: males, 18.13 years, in Richmond;

females, 8 years, in Charlestown. In the following ten towns the

average age of all who died was less than in the city of Providence,

viz. : New Shoreham, Portsmouth, Cranston, Cumberland, Johnston,

North Providence, Pawtucket, Charlestown, Hopkinton. and Rich-

mond. The highest average age was 50.10 years, in Little Compton.

The following shows the average age of the decedents in each divis-

ion of the State, in each of the last six years, and also in the aggix1 -

gate for five years, from 1858 to 1862 inclusive :

—

1861. 1862. 1863. 1861. 1S65. 1866. 1858-62.

Years. Years. Years. Years. Years. Years. Years.

Bristol County 36.36 .... 39.78 .... 34.76 .... 34.28 . . . 25.43 .... 39.88 .... 35.56

Kent County 31.58 .... 31.52 ... . 35.55 .... 33.20 ... 29 81 ... . 37.66 .... 32.15.

Newport County 32.24 .... 38.99 .... 28.67 .... 34.49 .... 33.85 . . . 36.29 .... 35.01

Prov. Co. Towns 29.35 .... 29.86 .... 29.74 .... 27.52 .... 25.92 .... 31.48 .... 28.44

Providence City 24.49 .... 28.10 .... 27.28 ... . 25.83 .... 26.11 . . . . 30.57 .... 25.78

Washington County 31.53. .. .32.92. ... 85.15. .. .38.72. ..33.88. . .37,66. ... 34.21

Whole State 28.82 .... 31.15 .... 29.56 ... . 29.40 .... 27.69 .... 33.09 .... 29^2

In 1865, the average age of the decedents was less than the aver-

age of the aggregate for five years, in every division of the State

except the city of Providence. In 1866, the average age was greater

than the average of the aggregate, in every division of the State.

The following table, continued from the City Registrar's Report of

Providence, shows the difference between the average age of dece-

dents of American and of foreign parentage, in Providence, in eacli

of the last eight years, from 1859 to 1866 inclusive

:

American Parentage. Foreign I\irentage. t

1859 Average age 31.30 years Average age 20.57 year?.

1860 Average age 32.54 years Average age 19.94 years.

1861 Average age 30.34 years Average age 18 72 years.
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American Parentage. ForeigmParentage.

1862 Average age 31.71 years Average age 24.21 years.

1863 Average age 32.49 years Average age 22.29 years.

1864 Average age 33.48 years Average age 17.98 j'ears.

1865 Average age 31.10 years Average age 20.67 years.

1866 Average age 36.85 years Average age 24.40 years.

During the 11 years, from 1856 to 1866 inclusive, there were

11,614 deaths in Providence, the average age of the decedents,

according to parentage, being as follows :

Decedents. Aggregate age. Average age.

American Parentage 5,955 189,011 years 31.74 years

Foreign Parentage 5,659 113,608 years 20.07 years.

Total 11,614 302,619 years 26.05 years.

During the 11 years included above, the greatest average age of

the decedents of American parentage, in any year, was 36.85 years,

in 1866; the least was 26.90 years, in 1856. Of the decedents ot

foreign parentage, the greatest average was 24.40 years, in 1866;

the least was 15.75 years, in 1856.

PERCENTAGE OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES.

The following table, continued from year to year, shows the per-

centages of decedents in each division of ages, in each of the last

eight years, and also in the aggregate mortality for ten years and

seven months, from June 1, 1852, to December 31, 1862, inclusive.

The figures are for the whole State

:

PERCENTAGES OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES.—RHODE ISLAND.

Periods of Life. 1859. 1860. 1861. 1862. 1863. 1864. 1865. 1866.
10 yrs.

7 raos.

15.6 19 2 19 (') 17 8 14 8 16.1 16.3 16.2 17.6
8.0 9 5 9 .3 7 5 9 7 8.2 9.1 7.6 9.8
8.4 8 4 8 .8 8. 2 11 1 12.1 10.6 6.6 9.6

Total under 5 . . 32.0 37. ] 37 33 5 35 6 36.4 36.0 30.4 37.0

5 and under 10 5.7 4. 2 4 :: 4 5 6 0 6.9 7.3 4.2 5.0
10 and under 20 6.0 5 8 5 .9 6 2 6 4 6.3 7.7 6.0 5.8
20 and under 30 9.3 9 1 8 .5 9. 4 8 6 8.3 9.0 10.0 9.6
30 and under 40 9.7 7. 6 9 9 5 8 6 7.2 8.5 8.8 8.7
40 and under 50 ...

.

7.3 7 7 7 .;; 7. 6 7 0 6.5 5.9 8.6 7.5
50 and under 60 ...

.

7.2 6 8 6 4 7. 1 6 6 6.6 6.2 7.8 6.7
60 and under 70 7.5 7 5 7 .2 7. 6 7 7 7.1 6.9 9.1 6.9
70 and under 80 ... 9.1 8 5 6 .7 8. 1 8 1 7.6 7.0 9.0 7.3
80 and under 90 5.1 4 5 4 .7 5 1 4 2 5.7 4.6 4.9 4.0

1.1 1 2 1 .4 1 4 1 3 1.4 0.9 1.2 1.0

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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It will be seen that the proportion of decedents, under 5 years of

age, was much less than in any previous year, while the proportion

at each decennial period from 40 to 70, and also from .20 to 30, was

greater than in any previous year. But the above figures are for

the whole State, including the city of Providence, and in the city

the proportion of decedents under 5 years of age, for obvious reasons,

is usually greater than in the country.

The following are the percentages of decedents under 5 years of

age, according to parentage, in the city of Providence, in each of

the last seven years :

American. Foreign. Total Am. & For.

Under 5 years. Under 5 yeai-s. Under 5 years.

1860 32.81 48.87 40.66

1861 35.87 52.63 44.05

1862 31.08 42.07 36.54

1863 28.47 46.84 37.81

1864 , 28.81 51.11 39.82

1865 29.95 46.37 37.82

1866 23.78 40.53 ....32.24

The percentage of both American and foreign decedents, under 5

years of age, in the city of Providence, in 1866, was much less than

in any one of the last eleven years, 1856 to 1866 inclusive.

COLOR OF DECEDENTS.

There were 123 deaths among the colored population of Rhode

Island, in 1866, or 6 less than in 1865. Of the whole number (123),

there were 80 in Providence, 14 in Newport, 6 in Cranston, 4 each

in Warren and Tiverton, 3 each in Bristol, and South Kingstown,

and one each in East Greenwich, West Greenwich, New Shoreham,

Burrillville, Cumberland, North Providence, Scituate, North Kings-

town, and Westerly.

Of the 123 colored decedents, there were 65 males, 58 females.

The numbers in the several months of the year were as follows

:

January, 7
;
February, 10

;
March, 9

;
April, 11

;
May, 7 ; June 11

;

July, 15
;

August, 15; September, 6; October, 6; November, 15 ;

December, 11
;

total, 123.

The average age of the colored decedents was as follows

:

Providence.

Males,. . 23.37 years

Females, 35. 51 years

Rest of State.

33.68 years.

35.24 years.

Whole State.

.26.86 years.

.35.41 years.
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The number of births, marriages, and deaths among the colored

population, in the several divisions of the State, in 18G6, were as

follows, compared with the colored population by the census of 1865 :

COLORED POPULATION OF RHODE ISLAND.

Counties.
Colored

ropulati'n
18(i5.

Births,
Colored,

1866.

To popula-
tion, one
Birth
in

Colored
Marriages,

1866.

Of popula-
tion, one
person
married

in

Deaths,
Colored,

. 1866. •

To popula-
tion, one
Death
in

Bristol 210 7 39 0 2 52.5 7 30.0
Kent 257 1 257.0 4 32.1 2 128.5

805 20 40.2 10 40.2 19 42.3
Prow Co. Towns. 472 14 33.7 6 39.3 10 47.2
Providence City.

.

1,711 67 25.5 36 23.7 • 80 21.3
632 15 42.1 7 45.1 5 126.4

Whole State 4,087 124 32.9 65 31.4 123 33.2

There is evidently an improvement in the registration of births,

marriages, and deaths among colored persons in the State. In past

years the distinction of color in the records was not carefully noted.

The following shows the number of births, marriages, and deaths

among the colored population in Rhode Island in each of the last six

years

:

1861 97 births 30 marriages 109 deaths.

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths.

1863 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths.

1864 . . 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths.

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths.

1866 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths.

Six years totals . . . 546 births 272 marriages 676 deaths.

It is probable that the colored population in the State has increased

considerably by immigration from the South, during the last five

years
;
but there has been no natural increase, by the excess of births

over deaths, for many years.
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1866.

The causes of the deaths reported in Rhode Island during the year

1 866, are fully given in tables VIII, IX, and X, on pages 16 to 31

inclusive. These tables show the sex, age and parentage of the dece-

dents from each cause, together with the number of deaths from each

cause in each month of the year, and the percentage of mortality

from each cause, and from each class of causes, in each division of

the State.

Although the whole number of deaths in 1866, was considerably

less than in the previous year ; and although the deaths from certain

causes were much less than was expected, an examination of the

record of mortality shows that there were unusual causes present in

the State prejudicial to health.

It was generally expected, in the beginning of the year 1866, that

Asiatic cholera would visit the State in an epidemic form, and doing

so, would bring with it causes of disease which would largely increase

the mortality. In this expectation all were happily disappointed.

Asiatic cholera did visit us, it is true, but though individual cases pre-

sented all the terrific and characteristic effects of the disease, it

showed none of the epidemic influences which in former years have

rendered it a terror to the community. Its effects were exhausted

upon a comparatively few persons, leaving the mass of the community

untouched and unharmed by its direct or indirect influences.

Omitting for the present, a more particular account of the cholera^

as well as of other diseases, we will examine the returns as a whole,

with reference to their completeness in regard to the causes of

death.
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The following table shows the whole number of deaths reported

in 1866, in each division of the State, and the number and propor-

tion for which no cause was given :

Bristol

C ounty.
Kent

County.
Newport
County.

Providence
County
Towns.

Providence
City.

Washingt'n
County.

Whole
State.

Number of deaths.. .

.

163 217 358 986 1,036 210 2,970

1 19 16 103 23 9 171

163.0 11.4 22.4 9.5 45.0 23.3 17.3

The proportion reported as " unknown cause " is slightly less in

the whole State, and in most of the divisions of the State, than in

1865. It is evident there is still room for great improvement; par-

ticularly in the towns of Providence county. A little more care on

the part of town clerks, in enforcing the law, will render the returns

much more valuable.

The following table, continued from previous reports, shows the

thirteen principal causes of death, in Rhode Island, with the number

reported from each cause, in each of the last three years, and also in

the aggregate for 10 years and 7 months, from June 1, 1852, to

December 31, 1862, inclusive:

Whole No. Deaths. 2,970

Consumption 523
Pneumonia 193
Old Age 178
Fever, Typhoid &-us,150
Dysentery 148
Heart, Diseases of. .115

Cholera Infantum. . .110
Accidents 103
Apoplexy & Paralysis 92
Convulsions and Fits. 85

Debility 70

Diphtheria G4
Cancer (all kinds) .... 64

Whole No. Deaths.3,405

Consumption 547
Scarlatina 255

Fever, Typhoid &-US.229-
Dysentery 188

Old Age 152
Cholera Infantum. . . 145

Pneumonia 145

Apoplexy & Paral'sis 100

Heart, Diseases of. . . 98
Croup 94
Accidents 88
Diphtheria 82
Diarrhoea 7G

Whole No. Deaths 3,360

Consumption 498

Scarlatina 266

Old Age 193

Pneumonia 181

Diphtheria 160

Cholera Infantum. . .133

Heart, Diseases of. . .122

Fever, Typhoid 112

Dysentery 110
Croup 105
Accidents. 98
Apoplexy & Paralysis 94
Diarrhoea 93

June 1, 1852, to Dec. 31,

10 years, 7 rr.os.

Whole No. Deaths 22,928

Consumption 4,156
Pneumonia 1,146
Scarlatina 1,088
Old Age 1,052
Cholera Infantum. . 925
Dysentery 768
Accidents 722
Heart, Diseases of. . 651
Apoplexy & Paralysis 645
Fevers '.

. . 620
Croup 578
Convulsions 575
Hydrocephalus 544

Consumption, in 1866, as well as in all previous years, is the first

in order of mortality of all the causes of death in Rhode Island ; an-

nually destroying about one in six of all who die in the State. With

this exception the order of the causes of death in 1866. is very dif-

ferent from that of 1865. Pneumonia, which was second in 1866,

was seventh in 1865. Scarlatina, which was second in 1865 and 1864.
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and third in the aggregate for a series of years, does not appear on

the list of principal causes of death in 1866, and caused only 28

deaths, during the year, in the whole State. Croup, also, does not

appear among the thirteen principal causes in 1866, though found there

in previous years.

The following table, similar to that in preceding reports, shows

the sex, parentage, and ages of the decedents, with the season and

locality of their deaths in connection with sixteen of the most im-

portant causes of death in Hhode Island in 1866 :

CAUSES OF DEATH, 1866,

SHOWING THE NUMBER OF DEATHS, WITH THEIR RELATION TO SEX, PARENTAGE,
SEASON, AGE, AND LOCALITY, FROM SIXTEEN PRINCIPAL CAUSES.

Whole Number of Deaths.

/ Males.

® (Females.

American.

g { Foreign. .

£ f January.

.

February.
March. . .

,

April

. June
1
July

02 |
August . . .

I September.
October

I
November,

t December

f Under 5 years .

5 and under 10.

10 and under 15.

15 and under 20.

20 and under 30.

m
, 30 and under 40.

o
]
40 and under 50.

I

50 and under GO.

60 and under 70.

70 and under 80.

,
80 and over. . . .

,

I, Not stated

. f Bristol County
£ |

Kent County
3 ! Newport County
<

|
Towns, Providence County.

o
I

Providence City
" I Washington County.

29

I 9

IK)

31 3

41 3

52 ! 25
171' 29

200 24

28 1 1

150 193

13 5
17 ..

13 8
59 12

81 1 3
101
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CONSUMPTION.

Whatever view we take of the mortality in Rhode Island, it is plain

that consumption is the most important of all the canses of death in

the State. In a series of years it destroys nearly four times as many
as any other cause. Its work is never ceasing ; but it destroys an

average of ten persons every week in our small State, with little

variation on account of times or seasons. Its victims are of all ages

and conditions ; but it has a special mission of death for the fairest

and most promising in the community, and for those at an age when

the future looks most brilliant. Certainly such a disease should

receive attention, even, if necessary, to the neglect of those diseases

which, though they bring special terror to the popular mind, are really

of small importance to the community.

Asiatic cholera visits us at uncertain but distant periods, and de-

stroys a few persons, and the whole State is aroused and excited by

its approach. But Asiatic cholera has destroyed less than 250 per-

sons in the State, during the whole period embraced in these reports

on Registration, while consumption has destroyed more than six

thousand individuals in the State, in the same time.

A few cases of small pox, excite and alarm the whole community :

but the deaths in Rhode Island from small pox, during the last fifteen

years, may be counted by tens and do not reach a hundred : while

those from consumption are reckoned by thousands.

In the first nine of these reports, to the year 1861, considerable

attention was given to the subject of consumption, and its importance

was fully recognized. Since that period, for various causes, the sub-

ject has been neglected, and has received little notice in these reports.

It was our intention, at this time, to return to the subject, and to

give the full statistics relating to consumption in Rhode Island for

the whole period embraced in the series of State reports upon regis-

tration. But various causes have prevented the completion of the

tables upon this subject, and they must be postponed to the next re-

port. In the meantime,- it may be proper to give the facts relating to

Asiatic cholera in the State, in 1866, a subject which, though of com-

paratively small importance, has attracted and will continue to attract

much attention among' the people.

ASIATIC CHOLERA IN 1866.

Forty-seven deaths were reported from Asiatic cholera in Rhode

Island, during the year 1866. It may be proper to remark, that there
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are internal evidences in the reports of some of these cases, proving

that they were not true Asiatic cholera. On the other hand, I have

satisfactory evidence that some of ihe cases reported as 1 cholera

morbus,' should have been reported Asiatic cholera. I am satisfied

therefore, that the number of deaths (47), from Asiatic cholera, is

probably very nearly the true number.

Sex. Of the 47 decedents, there were 29 males, 18 females.

Parentage. In respect to parentage, there were 13 American, 34

foreign. Of the 34 of foreign parentage, 21 were Irish ; 5 English ;

3 German ; 4 Canadian ; 1 Scotch.

Color. There were 44 white, and 3 colored decedents.

Age. The number reported from Asiatic cholera in the several

periods of life, were as follows : 2 to 5, 5 to 10, 3
; 10 to 15, 2

;

15 to 20, 1; 20 to 30, 3; 30 to 40, 14; 40 to 50, 8 • 50 to 60, 8

;

60 to 70, 5
;
70 to 80, 2.

Season. The deaths reported from cholera in the several months

of the year, were as follows : January, 1 ; but this is undoubtedly a

mistake; July, 4; August, 12; September, 22
;
October, 7 ; Decem-

ber, 1 ;
total, 47.

Locality. The 47 deaths reported from Asiatic cholera were in

the following towns : Bristol, 11
;
Newport, 2

;
Warwick, 11 ; Crans-

ton, 3 ; North Providence, 4 ;
Pawtucket, 1 ;

Smithfield, 1 ; Provi-

dence city, 14
;

total, 47.

Percentage. The 47 deaths from cholera amounted to 1.68 per

cent, of all the deaths in the State, from 'known causes. The percent-

age in the several divisions of the State were as follows : Washington

county, none ; Providence city, 1.38 ; Providence county towns, 1.02 ;

Newport county, 0.58 ; Kent county, 5.55 ; Bristol comity, 6.791

.

Occupation. Of the 47 decedents from Asiatic cholera, the occu-

pations of 24 were stated, as follows: laborers, 11 ;
operatives and

coachmen, 2 each
;
farmer, engineer, file-cutter, sugar-refiner, clerk,

expressman, merchant, dentist, and mariner, one each.

Dates. The first death reported from cholera in 1866, was Jul}

7th, in Warwick. The next death in that town was July 24th, The

first death in Providence was August 6th ; in North Providence, at

Olneyville, August 9th; in Smithfield, August 16th; in Cranston,

August 29th; and in Bristol, September 13th.

Such are briefly the statistics of the mortality from Asiatic cholera

in Rhode Island, during the year 1866. The facts show nothing
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specially different from the usual history of cholera, and even if they

were radically different, they are too few in number to be of any

value as positive proof.

It will be noticed that 36 of the 47 deaths from cholera were in the

three towns, Providence, 14
;
Bristol, 1 1 ; and Warwick, 1 1 . The

deaths in North Providence and Cranston were in the immediate

vicinity of Providence : and the case in Smithfield was a child car-

ried from Providence, after it was taken sick. The history of the

disease, then, in Providence, Bristol and Warwick, comprises the

greater portion of the disease in the whole State.

In relation to Providence, the following brief conclusions from the

Twelfth Annual Report of the City Registrar, for the year 1866,

show all that is necessary to be said :

" Without any lengthy discussion of the subject, the following

statements are, in my opinion, strictly true :

1. There were cases of genuine Asiatic cholera in Providence
during the year 1866. Some of the cases were of a most malignant

character, and were not wanting in a single characteristic of the disease,

when it exists in an epidemic form.

2. The most careful investigation failed to show any connection

of the cases of the disease in Providence, with each other, or with

the disease in other places. In only one instance, in the city, was
there more than one case of cholera in the same house ; and in no
case was there the slightest reason to suspect that any case of the

disease had the least influence in causing any other case.

Finally, while no positive conclusions can be drawn from so small

a number of facts ; so far as the evidence from these facts is of any
value, it proves that all the cases of cholera in Providence, in 1866,

originated in the city ; that they had no connection with each other

;

and that the disease was neither contagious, nor infectious, nor com-
municable in any manner. Further information in relation to the

effects of preventive measures, has already been communicated and
published in a report to the Board of Health."

In Bristol, the disease appeared in two localities, and was confined

to these two localities, or to persons who spent much time in them;

showing conclusively that the exciting causes were entirely local. As

will be seen, by the account of Dr. Martin, given hereafter, no

evidence could be found that the cases of the disease had any direct

or indirect connection with any other place or persons: and it did

not spread beyond these localities though hundreds of persons visited

them.
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In Warwick too, there were local causes, plain to the senses of all,

which undoubtedly produced the disease, and no evidence, or suspicion

could be found that the disease was brought there from any other

place.

We have then, as it seems to me, these facts perfectly established

:

1. That there were cases of genuine Asiatic cholera in several places

in Rhode Island, in the summer of 1866.

2. That these cases of cholera originated in the places where

they were seen.

3. That the cases of cholera were caused by local sources of

filth, or personal imprudence, or intemperance, and that they had no

connection with other places or persons,

But after all, these facts give no explanation of the disease. If it

was produced by local causes, why is it not produced every year by

the same or worse local causes that are known to exist ? It would

seem that there must have been present, in the summer of 1866, a cause

of disease, in addition to local causes, that is not present in other

years. But we will resist the temptation to enter upon the discussion

of this topic, and close our remarks upon the subject of Asiatic

cholera, by inserting the following account of the disease as it

appeared in Bristol, in September, 1866, written at our request by

Dr. L. A. Martin of that town.

A FEW NOTES IN RELATION TO THE DISEASE WHICH PREVAILED
IN BRISTOL DURING A SHORT PERIOD IN THE MONTH OF SEP-
TEMBER, 1866.

I was called at noon, September 13th, by Patrick T., to attend his wife and son
;

he said, " he feared his wife had the cholera , the hoy had only been throwing up

aud purging from eating- something, but it was stopped now, and he supposed the

worst was over with him."

I found them on one bed together, in a small room. The boy was pulseless, cold

I think as he was twelve hours after death, with the flesh so shrunk around his

limbs and fingers, that it looked like dried flesh. I prepared a stimulant drink for

him, but found it very difficult for him to swallow ; in fact he was in such a state of

torpor, although with the eyes wide open, that it required a sharp tone of the voice

to bring him to an understanding of what was desired of him. He died at 3 r. m.,

not showing a single symptom of rallying-. His attack commenced about midnight

the night previous, caused, as the family supposed, by eating unripe apples.

Mrs. T. was seemingly in perfect health on the morning of the 13th, when her

husband left for his daily labor. About 7 a. m., she was attacked with nausea and

vomiting, and not long after purging followed. Seeing her at noon, I found her in

cramp, added to her other difficulties
;
pulse rapid and excited and with intense men-

tal excitement for fear she had the cholera.
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Mustard bath for the feet and the free use of mustard upon the stomach, with the

exhibition internally of tracts, of Capsicum, Opium, Camphor and Ginger, with

diluted alcohol in addition, seemed gradually to check all the bad symptoms, so far,

that on the morning of Friday 14th, I was informed she had passed a somewhat com-
fortable night, and expressed herself as feeling much better.

When I called at 4 p. m.. I found the general improvement of her early symptoms
had been maintained, nausea and vomiting being slight, and but two stools and those

of little consequence. The cramp had been more persistent in character but mode-

rate in force. A good degree of warmth was easily maintained and a small quantity

of tea and milk porridge had been taken, and most of it retained by the stomach.

But at this time a new feature became prominent in the case ; low muttering

delirium.

My questions were answered as promptly as her feeble state woulfl warrant, and

she seemed fully to comprehend my efforts for her relief, but when left entirely

alone, she was frequently heard "talking to herself," muttering indistinct sounds, or

in a low tone talking of entirely irrevelent matters. Through the night this delirium

slightly increased, the pulse increasing in frequency, but decreasing in volume, until

at my call at 8 a. m., on Saturday, I could not distinguish the beats of the pulse at

the wrist nor could I arouse her sufficiently to answer a question.

During this whole period, after the first violent attack upon the bowels had sub-

sided, the warmth of the extremities was nearly normal and very little cramp, or

vomiting, or purging. The finale of this scene occurred after midnight, towards

Sunday morning. Here a low indolent inflammation of the brain, perhaps approach-

ing to typhoid in type, had appeared to displace the original attack of acute dis-

ease, whatever that should be named.

Friday evening, 14th, was called to Patrick, himself. He had been in Providence

during the day, ostensibly making arrangements for his son's funeral ; but realty,

I think, trying to drown fear with alcohol. Soon after returning hy the evening

train, being in a half intoxicated state, vomiting and purging commenced very

violently, and severe cramps in one lower extremity. This gradually crept upwards

into the abdominal muscles and then to the upper extremities.

The hot bath with mustard was used in this ca-se, I think, more faithfully than

in any other case under my care, but no benefit other than temporary resulted, and

powerful friction was substituted at intervals with no better results. The internal

treatment was very similar to that of his wife. He died Saturday, about 8 a. m.

being thirteen hours from the commencement of the attack. The evacuations in

this case both of stomach and bowels were of one character, of a dirty ashy hue,

containing no solid ingesta or fa3ces ; and had it not been for the name of fcecal dis-

charge its presence in the room would never have been noticed. Now, in the case of

Mrs. T., the discharges both from stomach and bowels were variable ; sometimes of

this same ashy hue, at others and most frequently the vomit contained much bile, and

the dejection the same, but even this, nearly or quite odorless. In the son's case

probably the state of collapse succeeded directly upon the final evacuations of the

natural contents of the stomach and bowels, but having no opportunity for personal

observation it is matter of doubt.

These three cases have been given seriatim, as all were members of one family and

they were all that came under my notice in that locality.

I was called about 7 r. m. of the 13th, same day of the attack upon the T. family,
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to the W. family. Harriet, aged about seventeen, I found nearly pulseless with

icy cold extremities, dark ashy hue of skin, profuse clammy perspiration, but with

mind tolerably clear. She had suffered from diarrhoea since Monday morning. Her
mother had treated her case during Monday and Tuesday with domestic remedies,

with such success that she returned to her work in tbe factory on Wednesday, con-

sidering herself about well. Wednesday evening she indulged rather freely in un-

ripe apples, and Thursday morning after commencing her usual labor, was attacked

with vomiting and purging, and returned home and was again treated by her mother

with such effect that purging ceased at 4 r. m., and vomiting was but slight when I

saw her at 7. Her family had considered her better, and were much surprised when
I pronounced her in a very critical state. I had been called by the way, at the insti-

gation of her intended husband, who had called after tea and felt alarmed at her sin-

gular appearance. Hot stimulant treatment externally and internally were used in

vain, she being in fact essentially dead, below the immediate influence of the brain,

before I was called. With the exception of a slight increase in the warmth of the

extremities, and very slight too, she sank steadily and died about 1 a. m. of the i4th.

The evacuations I had no fair opportunity to judge of personally.

Friday evening, 14th, was called to the mother, Mrs. W., and saw her at 11 p. m.,

in a state of unconsciousness, from which she could only be aroused by a sharp tone

of voice and a smart shake. In surprise, I asked how long this had been, " since

eight or nine o'clock," was the reply, "and have been for you twice but could not

find you until now."*

Getting her feet into mustard water, and enveloping the bowels with mustard took

some time, as the only assistance I had was from her half intoxicated husband, and

a little girl of eleven. This course with strong friction so far revived her, that she

could swallow a portion of what seemed necessary, and she retained nearly all she

swallowed, yet with this change, the pulse did not become sufficiently distinct to

count. I left her at 2 a. m. with warmth increasing, but when I called before eight

in the morning she was dead. It seems she had washed out the clothing and bed-

ding of her daughter— who had died the morning previous— during the day of Fri-

day and in the afternoon, had had a moderate diarrhoea, for which she had done

nothing, apparently unconscious of its import. Towards evening a few paroxysms

of severe vomiting succeeded, speedily followed by the state of prostration in which

I found her.

Calling at the house about noon, I found a little granddaughter, aged three and a

half years, had commenced vomiting in the carriage, in the morning while returning

from the funeral of her aunt
;
purging soon followed and although neither was vio-

lent, yet prostration was great. After the free use of astringents and stimulants, she

was induced to take a small amount of nourishing drink, and for a few hours there

seemed really a faint prospect of recovery. It was, however, a delusion, for the bad

symptoms gradually returned in the evening
;
cramps followed and death closed the

scene before morning.

Two or three hours after the child was taken ill, the old grandfather complained

of severe pain in the bowels, soon followed by an immoderate stool ; in a few min-

utes another. Taking some hot astringent drink, an interval of more than an hour

of rest followed, during which he followed his usual avocations about the house.

Then another pain accompanied with the expression, " there it is again, I know I 've

* I was with the T. family, and he was afraid to come for me there, and held off a long time, but
finally did come to the door.
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got it,"— referring to cholera— and again followed by stools, several in number, and

this time attended by vomiting. A strong anodyne being administered, ho laid down
and slept soundly an hour or more. Hope was awakened that this case might be

spared, that I might have the satisfaction to see one case recover ; but not yet, for in

the evening the ugly symptoms all returned. He gradually but steadily failed and

died in the early morning; the seventh victim from the two families within the short

space of sixty-five hours.

In this place I will introduce another case, who, though not a member of either

family, is, yet a legitimate member of the list; I refer to Mr. B. He was a widower

about forty years of age, a native of Bristol, and had passed three years of the war

in the Second Rhode Island Regiment. He was engaged to be married to Harriet

W., the first case in the W. family, and was with her from the time I was first called

until she was laid out for burial, and in fact, in the house and in the room with her

I think, until morning. Through the day Friday, he was repeatedly at the house

making arrangements for her funeral. Saturday morning about ten o'clock, he

called at my office, stating he had had a diarrhoea through the morning, and wished

something to check it. A draught was prepared for him at once, and more to take

home with him. I did not see him again, but learned from Dr. S. S. Drury, his

physician, that he fainted and fell in the street before reaching home ; that his case

showed all the most malignant features of the disease, and finally proved fatal on

Sunday, after having all the benefits of a quiet clean home and the best of nursing.

This made really the eighth case in two families, proving fatal, and not, so far, one

exception.

On this day, Sunday, the other little grandchild of old Mr. W., was attacked with

symptoms almost identical with the first
;
ashy grey vomiting and purging, with

very slight cramps. These continued into the early part of the night when she fell

asleep, and with occasional short intervals of wakefulness slept until morning. Dur-

ing Monday, she was bright and playful with a moderate appetite, until the evening

when the attack was renewed, and I really thought she was to be added to the num-
ber. But on Tuesday she seemed bright, and from this day continued to improve.

About the commencement of this malady, Dr. L. W. Briggs, had two cases under

treatment in the same block with the T. family — a mother and her infant— both

proving fatal. These he classed as diarrhoea. They had previously suffered from

extreme destitution, both of food and clothing, another result of intemperance.

On Friday and Saturday, Dr. Drury was called to the adjoining block to two cases

a boy who died, and a man who recovered.

On Tuesday, Dr. Briggs was called to the Bristol Hotel, to an Irish, woman — a

nurse in a private family — who died on Wednesday.

Here we will stop and try to examine the causes of so frightful a malady ; nine

deaths within seventy-two hours, in a population of about 5,000, equal to eighteen

hundred in the city of New York. The most sickly year this town has known—
1865 — gave an average of deaths from all diseases of only eleven per month. Here

were fourteen deaths occurring from all diseases, within the space of seven days.

Now, what were the causes ? Many refer it to the filth abounding in the two neigh-

borhoods, producing a miasmatic poison, which rising in the air is conveyed by this

means in any direction the wind might blow. But it seems impossible in the pres-

ent cases, as at the T. house all known deposits of filth were at the south and east of

the house, whereas at the W. house they were north and west.
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Again, it seems hardly possible to refer it to the filth, although it was great, as

these places were not one whit worse than they had been for years.

The T. block was a notorious sink of filth and crime, and had been considered by
all who were familiar with it as the true head-quarters of cholera, should we ever

receive a visit. But the other house, where the W. family resided, although filthy

was in no worse condition than many others in town.

We might have supposed, if the poisonous effluvia was the cause, that the greatest

mischief would have shown itself soon after the intense heat of July.

So far as the people themselves were concerned in originating the disease, four of

the seven cases in the two families, were people of very intemperate habits and two

were attacked while in a state of intoxication. Mrs. W. had repeatedly suffered

from jaundice, twice of long continuance. The others, I think, were in full health.

In other towns it has been strongly urged, that this disease has been conveyed by
travellers. But it could not be traced out in this case, as no one could be found to

have come here having the disease. One female was visiting in the T. block, from

Providence, but she had been there several weeks and was yet well and remained so

afterwards.

In the absence of any visible cause, we certainly must refer it to some atmospheric

agency, pervading certain localities or passing in currents by certain spots which, we
should naturally consider as dangerous were it wholly a local cause.

As a powerful promoter of the disease, we have fear as most prominent, and in the

present instance its effect was plainly visible. I do not know of a fatal case here, unless

the first two were exempt, where it did not form a powerful aid to the disease. One

case, old Mr. W., seemed literally frightened to death. After the disease had fully de-

veloped itself, he refused to take medicine and but very little drink, saying " it was

useless, he knew he must die."

The contrary effect, the absence of fear was illustrated in the little grandchild

who recovered. She came into different hands for nursing ; one who tried to dispel

the gloom about the house, asserting to her positively she would recover, that there

was no danger of her dying. The child felt the difference, and showed she felt it,

although but a mere child.

Perhaps in this place, it would not be out of character to speak of the effects of

this sudden disease upon our population generally. At first, it produced a state of

apathy, but this soon changed to a general dread of its insidious approaches. It

was the only talk as well as the only thought of a large portion of the town. At
our vegetable markets and our fiuit stores where a few days previous a lively trade

was transacted, now trade was unknown; and this was not confined to the ignorant

classes, it was universal. I met several instances where ill health was produced by

a voluntary confinement to a short allowance in quantity and variety of food, and I

think I may safely say that hundreds suffered from imaginary bowel difficulties^

most of whom obtained medical aid.

But here I will leave the subject, hoping that the cause and cure of such diseases

will ere long be discovered.

L. A. MARTIN, M. D.

It will be noticed that Dr. Martin avoids giving a name to the dis-

ease ; but we presume no one can doubt, from his description, that it

was Asiatic cholera. It was certainly different from anything seen
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in Bristol for years before ; the symptoms corresponded generally

with those of Asiatic cholera ; and that disease was in the country

and in the State at the same time. It is more reasonable to call it

Asiatic cholera than any thing else, and more reasonable to call it so,

than to refuse to give it a name.

The outbreak of cholera in Bristol was certainly strange. There

were local causes in the two localities where the disease appeared, en-

tirely sufficient to produce it, if cholera could be produced by local

causes alone. But, as Dr. Martin says, in one of the places where

the disea se appeared,, the local filth was, apparently, no worse than in

some other places in the town, and probably no worse than in many

other localities in the State where no cholera was seen. It did

not seem strange that the cholera should appear in those two locali-

ties ; but if it did appear there, it is strange that it did not appear in

other places equally bad, in Bristol and elsewhere in the State.

In Providence, the disease seemed to depend in no case upon local

causes ; but in all cases seemed to arise from causes connected with

the individuals attacked ; as from imprudence in eating, intemperance

and excesses, previous bad health, etc. In Natic, where there were

several deaths from cholera, there seemed to be local causes entirely

sufficient to account for its appearance, so far as it depended upon

local causes. In both Bristol and Natic the most active measures

were taken to remove the local causes of the disease, and in both

places, apparently, with perfect success.

We are under obligations to Dr. Martin for his sketch of the dis-

ease in Bristol, and would be glad to receive from physicians in all

parts of the State, accounts of local outbreaks of any disease. It

is one of the chief objects of these reports to put on record the his-

tory of diseases in all portions of the State, and local sketches from

any town will always be acceptable, and interesting.

The history of other diseases in Rhode Island, in 1866, presents

nothing of unusual interest. The percentage of mortality from dys-

entery was greater in Washington county, and in the towns of Prov-

idence county than the average for the whole State. The percentage

from diphtheria was greater than the average in Washington county.

Newport county, and Kent county. In Portsmouth, one-third of all

the deaths reported, were from diphtheria. The percentage from fe-

vers was greater than the average in the towns of Providence county,

and in Newport county.
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We must close our remarks upon the causes of death, at this point,

trusting that hereafter some one may be found to prepare these

reports, who has the time and the ability to [investigate and examine

the subject more fully, and to finish the reports at an earlier period

after the returns are received.

E. M. 8.
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THE BEGISTBATION LAW OF KHODE ISLAND.

REVISED STATUTES, CHAPTER 76, PAGE 189.

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, any person

whom the hoard of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town, mav
upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of the Rhode Island

Medical Society, appoint for that purpose, are hereby authorized and required to ob-

tain chronologically record and index, as required by the forms prescribed by the

third section of this chapter, all information concerning- births, marriages and deaths

occurring among the inhabitants of their respective towns ; and on or before the

first Monday of March, annually, to make duly certified returns thereof to the Sec-

retary of State, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accom-
panying the same with a list of those individuals required by law to make returns to

them, who have neglected the same, and with such remarks relating to the object of

the law as they may deem important to communicate.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to receive the returns made
in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be

rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make
and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report thereof,

in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also cause said re-

turns to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the

whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved in his office,

for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars.

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter,

shall, on application, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, physi-

cians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons

requiring them, substantially after the following forms, viz. : The record of a birlh,

shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or

still born, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence and birthplace of the

parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The rec-

ord of a marriage shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence and
official station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of the parties,

age, color, occupation, and residence of each, condition, (whether single or widowed,)

what marriage*, if second, third, or other marriage, the occupation, birthplace and
name of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascer-

tained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and surname of

deceased, the sex, color and condition (single or married,) age, occupation, place

of death, place of birth, names and birthplace of parents, disease or cause of death,

and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained.
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OF MAURIAGES.

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized to join

persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by

them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before the second

Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the town in

which such rite shall have been performed ; and no marriage shall be solemnized,

until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the authority about to solemnize

it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certificate containing the information

required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this

chapter.

OF BIRTHS.

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in the

month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in

relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day

of December next preceding ; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the

clerk shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded.

OF DEATHS.

Sec 6. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of the

physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after the

death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of deceased, or to

give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating the

name of the deceased, the elate of the death, and the disease or cause of death.

OF UNDERTAKERS.

Sec 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, a suf-

ficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the

authorities.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of a person who conducts a

funeral, or who buries, or deposits in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, to

obtain the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, con-

cerning such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of the cause of

the death, if a physician was in attendance, and on before the 'second Monday of the

next succeeding month to make a return of the facts obtained, together with the

physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in which the death occurred.

Sec 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the ob-

jects herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conflict with the main and specific

object of this act, viz. : to secure the most perfect registration.

of fees.

Sec 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaid, shall

receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required by law, ten

cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required by law, twen-

ty cents; to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries: Provided, that

the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one

town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall faithfully perform the duties
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prescribed "by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others

making returns of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter, shall receive for

each full report of a death made to a town clerk, five cents in the cities of Provi-

dence or Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of the State.

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clsrk of any meet-

ing of the Society of Friends, or other persons shall willfully neglect or refuse to

perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, he shall,

at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on conviction thereof, be

fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each offence, one-half thereof to the use of

the town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the use of the person who
shall complain of the same.

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman,

physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to make
the returns specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and residence to

be recorded in the clerk's office of the town where he resides.

Sec. 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted by

any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death of such

person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near

as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered accord-

ing to the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town

clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of any

marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this State, as

prima facie proof of any marriage, birth or death.

Sec 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished

from those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately.

Sec. 16. The Secretary of State ma}*-, from time to time, vary the form of

returns, and require such additional information as ho may consider necessary to

effect the object of this chapter.

Sec. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn for by

the Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the

expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns,

making the necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second

section of this chapter

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 76, OF THE REVISED STAT-
UTES, " OF THE REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MAR-
RIAGES." Passed February 28, 1868.

It is enacted by the General Assembly, as follows :

Section 1. The town clerks or other officers appointed under the act of which

this is in amendment, to collect, record and return the births in the several towns,

shall receive fees therefor in the manner therein provided, as follows : For collect-

ing the facts required in relation to births, fifteen cents each. For making record

and return of these facts as required by law, twenty cents each for the first fifty en-

tries in each calendar year, and ten cents each for each subsequent entry and return.

Sec 2. So much of the act of which this is an amendment, inconsistent herewith,

is hereby repealed.






